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AD 

DO MINOS SPIRITUALESt 

DOCTISSIMI PRESTANTISSIMI VIRI, 

CUM veftram dignitatem in Ecclefia An- 
glicana, Veri Spiritui oppofitam magis ma- 
gifque cogitemus, noftri animi mirando, ftupe- 
fadi funt i quo pa<Slo, Illuftriffimi Viri, a Sacris 
Literis erraviflent. Vox Sacra videntibus a pre- 
judiciis liberatis eft tam manifefta, ut nuUi ni(i 
capti oculis, fed earn intelligere poflent. Si- 
quidem vis lucri veftros animos inquinati obruit 
pofcendum veniam Deum, de hoc horrlfico 
malo. 

Cicero Domini declaravit," quas veftris 
praecordiis funt digna : '* Nemo enim juilus 
*^ effe poteft, qui mortem, qui dolorem, qui 
*' exilium, qui egeflatem, timet ; aut quae his 
** funt contraria equitati anteponit, Maxime- 
*' que admirantur eum, qui pecunia non mo- 
*' vetur : quod in quo viro perfpeftum fit hunc 
•' dignum fpedatu arbitrantur," 

Decct omnes Epifcopos Ciceronis fcnten- 
tias animis confiderare. Melius eflet, fi mentc 
alta Dei leges in dies revolviffent. 
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IT is a commandment of our Saviour, to 
preach the Gofpel to every Creature : I am 
jjifraid that I have tranfgrejTcd this rule. Our 
Saviour undoubtedly meant God's Creatures i 
but whether my Audience, in their exalted 
^atiop, zst fuchy is fomewhat problematical. 
But though G^d did not tpak^ them Bifhops, 
or Lords Spiritual^ he has m^de them meni 
in this fenfe they are his Creatures. Perhaps a 
few Sermons may do them good; they are 
wclcQme to the following, whatever may hap- 
pen. There is a period to come, when we 
ihall all be upon a level, which men of ranh^ as 
well as others, would do well to remember. 
Their Graces and Lord/hips cannot be the worfe 
of being put in mind of their latter end. It is 
hut feldom their Chaplains make fo free with 
them. I heartily wi(h they may all arrive fafely 
in the kingdom of Heaven, though their Mitres 
h} fh\^ ijforld (hould be laid in the dujl. I ex- 
]i>eft no reward for the fmall fervice I have done 

, them 
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jhem ; they may read thcfe Difcourfes or not, 
as they plcafi:* They have read better, and* 
perhaps vrorfe ; but fuch as they are, they are 
welcome to perufe them. If they will be fo kind 
as to fet us free from the Articles of the Church, 
and the Penal Laws connc£ied therewith, I 
^all promife never to preach to them any more« 
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Matthew, Chi xxiii* ver. 4^ 

For they bind heavy butdens and grievous 
to be borne^ dnd lay them on merfsJhouU 
ders J but they thimfelves will not ntove 
them with one of their fingers ^ 

#"■ <%0 help your Rcverencci5 tD un- 
I derfland this paflage I mufl re-* 
m fer you to Ifaiah lo, i* — ^They 
arc unrighteous decrees, made by men 
in power, to enflavc thofc who are un- 
der their JurifdiOiion : — Of this fort I 
conceive the prefent Articles of your 
Church to be. All the Decrees con- 
A cerning 



2 SERMON t 

cerning the impofing your Articles aref 
unrighteous* — Your Lordfhigs had no 
power to make them at firft, axtd the 
continuance of them is a conftant ufur- 

pation of the prerogative of Chrift. 

As I intend to preach a fhort word to 
you, who feldom preach any yourfelvcs, 
though you are fufficiently paid for 'that 
purpofe, I fhall endeavour to fhew that 
all Laws concerning your Articles arc 
unrighteous, and burdens grievous to he 
home ; and, for the fake of form, (hall 
make fomc praftical improvement* 

As to the firft, all Laws concerning 
your Articles arc contrary to the Great 
charter of liberty in the gofpcl, wherewith 
Chrift hath made his Difciples free. I 
have feen it aflcrted, by fomc of the bed 
Englifh Lawyers, That even a Britiftx 
Parliamait, with the King at their head, 
have no lawful power to make any Laws 
contrary to the Great Charter of the 
Kingdom} for, in fuch a cafe, the confti- 

tution 



SERMON L 3^ 

tution "woiild be difolvcd, and a rcvolu- 
iion would infiic. Whatever may be ia 
this, it is manifcft, from the New Tcfta- 
mcnt, that aH decrees which are contra- 
fy to the Gofpel Charter of Ghriftian Li- 
berty^ dcftroy the Gonftit'ution of the 
Church. Allow me to alk your Lord- 
fliips. In what part of the Gofpel, or the 
writings of our Saviour's Apoftles, you 
find authority for any order of men mak- 
ing rules of Faith for others, and im- 
poling them upon them on pain of lofs 
and difpleafurc. . You ought certainly to 
^ive us fome fatisfaftibn in a matter of 
fo much cbnfcquerice. It is altogether 
imrighteous to claim a privilege in Re- 
ligion which you can produce no war- 
•rant for from the Book where all reli- 
gious pritilegeis are contained. You 
cannot even fliew the fmalleft hint in all 
.that Jefus and his Apoftles have faiU, 
that has any reference to fuch an order 
of Clergymen as you profefs to be. Pray, 
do good Sirs ! fhew a Lord Spiritual in 
A 2 the 
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the New Tcftamcnt ; Shew a Moft, or a 
Right Reverend Father in God, in all 
that Book, and you ihall have all due 
honours paid you. You flare at the de- 
mand. — ^But it is not reafonable before 
you receive honours, or affume power, 
that you produce your warrant for fo do- 
ing ? But fuppofe we fhould indulge you 
with your titles^ and fuflfer you to re- 
ceive praife one of another. Yet we can 
fee no reafon why you fliould retail out 
our Faith to us, and fettle the bounds 
of our Creed. Is it not unrighteous for 
Clergymen to affume powers which our 
Saviour hath forbidden, and his Apof- 
tles exprefsly refufed ? Pray, my dear 
Dodors, hear what your Redeemer 
fays. Neither be ye called Mnjiers^ for one 
is your Mqfter^ even Chriji. His apoftles 
fays the fame thing in effcfl:, We are not 
Lords of your Faith^ but helpers of your joy. 
What Jcfus has forbidden, and his apof- 
tles refufed, how dare you pretend to 
affume ? To Chriftians there is but one 

Lord, 



SERMON U 5 

Lord, and one Faith, but in your Church 
there arc twenty-fix Lords, and two 
Faiths, * T he doctrine contained in 
divine revelation, and another very diffe- 
rent^ contained in your Articles. I hope 
you will not be fo daring as to prefumc 
to affirm that the Doctrine in the Bible, 
and that contained in the thirty-nine Ar- 
ticles, are the fame. Remember there is 
no Refurrection of the Dead in all your 
Articles. The want of this doctrine makes 
an cffential difference, you will perhaps 
fay in your defence, you only impofc the 
Articles upon Teachers, who are to have 
the care of Souls. — ^Be fo kind as Ihew 
your warrant for this. If it is not in the 
Gofpels, or in fome of the Epiftlcs, you 
mijift own you have none. But this prac- 
tice is founded upon the right all Socie- 
ties have over their members. Stop a 
little. — ^The Church is a Society, which 
has all things eftablifhed by the autho- 
rity of her Lord and Mailer ; her Faith 
:L5 given compleatly in the Scriptures, 
A 3 and 
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and every office and duty is fuHy and 
perfectly revealed there. A Church h 
a Society formed according to the mind 
of Chrift, and iiot according to the will 
of men : All contingencies are provided 
for by Wm, who knew all his works 
from the beginning, and perfectly fore- 
faw what would happen. There can ne- 
vpr be any need of Bylaws to anfwer 
purpofcs which could not be forfeen. — 
Your Saviour, My Lords, knew all 
things that ever could happen, and has 
provided for them in his word. He even 
fprefaw that men> like you, would 
feck to be Lords over his heritage ; and 
has made a Law againft it. You may 
try your Experiments in the Kingdoms 
of this World, if you ple^e, but beware 
of making alterations in our Saviour's 
Kingdom, on pretence that it is the 
jight of Societies to make rules for their 
fncmbers. — Chrift has given you the 
Scriptures; be fatisfied with them. They 

wilj 
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m& anfwer all purpofes to make the man 
of God perfect ; tfiey ferved Timothy, 
and may well fcrve the Clergy of Eng- 
land. Timothy, you fay, was a Bifhop 
too ; — ^well then imitate him, and give up 
all Articles, except the word of God. All 
your decrees and canons concerning 
Religion are unrighteous', mere will- 
worlhip and doictrines of men.-r-Can you 
not trull n^en with the care of Souls, 
who promife to teach according to the 
Old and New Teftament, as well as he 
who promifes to tep.ch according to the 
Articles. — ^You fwear upon the Gofpels, 
which implies, that you think they have 
Ibme efficacy to inforce truth, why may 
they not ferve Minifters tp fubfcribe, and 
beafvifficient teft of Orthodoxy? But 
you will fay, perhaps, that all parties 
pretend to hqld by the Scriptures, even 
when they teach the groffeft Errors. 
Arid truely, an't pleafe your Lordlhips, 
ike Articles are but a poor fafe-guard a^ 
A 4 ' gainft 
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gainftHcrefy. Some of yourfclvcs have 
Iiinted, that they xoSlj be taken in difie* 
rent fenfes j who, then, is furc which is 
the true fenfc? It is true, men need not 
fubfcribe milefs they pleafc, they have 
no more to do but let them alone, and 
want a living,— and they had better do 
this. than fubfcribe the Dodrine they do 
not believe i But Ik it righteous in you 
the leaders in the Church, to impofc 
fuch hardfliips on worthy honeft men j 
who are willing'.to teach Chriftianity ac- 
cording to the beftpj^ their Judgement, 
as it is made known in Divine Revela^ 
tion. But do you yourfelves believe the 
Articles ? Pray do iiot flare again. I have 
rczMy juji ground of fufpicion concern- 
ing you. Your Sermons, my Lords— 
Your printed Sermons, bear witnefs a- 
gainfl you ; few, if any of them, are 
confiftent with thofe aphorifms, which 
you are fo tenacious in fqpporting. If 
thefe articles are fo prdfier to fupportthc 
prthodox faith, why do you not preach 

agreeable 
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agreeable to the Do&rine contained in 
them? This does not look well on your 
part. Is it not altogether unrighteous 
to impofe doctrines upon your Brethren, 
Which you never mean to teach your- 
fclves I Perhaps, you do not mean that 
they fliould teach them, you only re- 
quire fubfcription. Jb not this prevari- 
cation, and lying to ftod ? Was this the 
way the Holy Ghoft moved you, when 
yoii entered into orders ? Alas ! my 
Lords, I pity you! Yoti ought to give . 
up thefe badges of «nrighteoufnefs, and 
«cafe to faddle the Qergy, like fo many 
Affes, with fuch ungodly trapping. You 
ride in ftate now, and receive honours 
of men, but mind the Greaf Bifliop and 
Shepherd of Souls is to come again, and 
you muft give an account of your con- 
duct. Your Mitres will be laid in the 
duft, and the long Robes you love to 
walk in will be infufficicnt to cover your 
nakcdnefs at thc^ay of Judgement. • 

The 
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The impofition of Articles is unrightc^ 
ous, if your Reverences will pleafe to con'* 
fider, that they have an immediate ten- 
dency to hinder all religious enquiries, 
and argu^ the imperfection of the word 
of God as a ftandard, to direct Chriftir. 
an teachers in matters of religion. I^ 
it not plain when f^ch a fyftem is mad^ 
a ftandard of Chriftian Ppctrine, that 
the word of God was infufficient with- 
out fuch a manufacture, to lead men 
into truth ?■ n And fuppofing your Ar- 
ticles are the very true fum and fcope of 
Scripture knowledge; is notthcdidac- 
fip part of your oflice ufelefs ?— For wh^t 
occafion is there for any more teaching 
,from Scripture, when you have reached 
the fcope and meaning of divine Reve- 
lation ? All that you have now to do is to 
illuftratc your own articles. This, my 
. Lords, is a poor compliment paid to the 
Pible. Put is it not a fign that the mean- 
ing of your Articles is not quite clear, 
when it needs fuch long and tedious il- 

luftrations? 
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luftratlons? Bifhop Burnet certainly bc«» 
lievcd that your Articles were not alto- 
gether plain, when he was at fo much 
pains as to write large Commentaries 
upon them. Though your articles were 
altogether agreeable to the word of God, 
yet you have no right to impofe them as 
articles of other men's Faith : for you 
arc not their Judges, nonfs have a right 
to impofe matters of belief upon us, buf 
he who has a right to Judge us for our 
unbelief, ^nd can reward us for our 
faith. The Stewards in the Church 
ihould bring forth, out of their treafure, 
things new and old : but your impofi- 
tion prevents all new difcovcries in re- 
ligion. If the Articles are the true mean- 
ing of Scripture, as they ought to be be- 
fore they can b^ reafonahly ipipofed as 
tcfts of Faith, they are the rules by 
which teachers muft inftruft their hearers, 
and every new difcovery is excluded un- 
lefs it tallies exaftly with the old j in this 
refpect it cannot be new. But can any 

thing 
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thing be more unrighteous and abfurd, 
than to impofe a formulary of faith upon 
others which muft itfcif be tried by the 
Scriptures, before it can fully be receiv- 
ed? If the firftrule is fufficient, there is 
no occafion for the latter, and if the lat- 
ter is the fupremc judge of all contro- 
vcrfies, there is no need of the firft* 
This, Gentleman, is very unneccffary 
trouble 5 for thofe who arc qualified to 
difoover the fenfe of fcripture from itfelf, 
have no occafion for any other Articles, 
If teachers are honeft men, they have 
no need of any teft of faith except the 
Scriptures, and if they are not, all the 
Articles in the world will not make them 

fo. ^When a fyftem of religion is im- 

pofed upon men as a ftandard, by which 
they are to teach others, it ought to be 
fo plain as to be felf-evident, and fo corn- 
pleat as to need no amendment. If it 
is doubtful, it will be difficult to purfue 
its intention; if it is imperfect, it will 
need a fupplement, and this fuppofes 

that 
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that it might be wanted j for wherever 
we can ^nd this fupplement, we may 
find the whole without bemg obliged to 
any other men's- Labours. 

I am aware that your Lordihips will be 
ready to fay, that the Scriptures are not 
all fclf-evident, and that what I have now 
faid is an argument againft their perfec- 
tion^ ds well as againft the Articles. But, 
flop "^ little* Gentlemen ; the greateft part 
of the word of God is felf-evident, and 
where it does, not appear fo very plain, 
there is a promife made by the Author 
thereof, that the Holy Ghoft (hall make 
it known. For your edification, I fhall 
fct before you a few paffages of divine 
truth, which may help your Reverences 
to underftahd this fubject a Utde better. 
And I will fr^ the Father^ and be Jhall 
ghe ym another Comforter i that he may 
abide with you for enjer^ even the Spirit rf 
truths whom the world cannot receive^ he^ 
(aufe itfeeth him not. But when the Com* 

forter 
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forier u come^ even the Spirit of Truth ^ hi 
pall iejlifytf met And ye alfojhdll heu^ 
^itnefi *. Howbelt^ when the Spirit rf 
Truth is come J he will guide yotl into ali 
truth: for he fhall not /peak of himfelf; but 
'^hatfoever he fhall hear thatfhdll Ijefpeak^ 
dnd he willfhew you things to time. He 
fhall glorify me; for he fhall teceive rf 
miney and fhall fhew it unto^ou f . Butwhefi 
the X^rrforteY fhall come^ which Is the Holy 
Ghofly whom the Father iioill fehd in nty 
namey he fhall teach you all things^ arid 
bring all things to your remembrantej what' 
foever I havefaid unto yoU. For the Spirit 
fearcheth all things y even the deep things of 
God. Beholdy li&illmake known my words 
unto you. — Behold^ I will pour out my S^- 
rit unto you. — If ye abide in me^ and my 
^ords abide in yoUj ye fhall afk what ye 
willy and it fhall be done unto you J- You 
cannot produce fuch proniifes in behalf 
of any humaft Articles. What the dif** 
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diples of Chr lit know hot in themean-^ 
time, he has promifed to fhew themp 
afterwards j but human:, device? have nqf 
fiich promifc made to them. Is ther« 
not a wide differeirce bictwecn |>ropoft- 
lions which are both dark and doubtful, 
and fuch.as are only obfcure^ but certain 
in thefnfelves'j and have the promifc o£ 
an iiliimte Author annexed to^them, that 
we Ihatt underftand them* as- we have oc-i 
calioa : ;foir: more knowledge I Though 
the Almigl^ty^'has fpoken icfmo things in 
fuch a manner as to confaund the wife^ 
yet we -ate fure the ailthor Cannot de-^ 
ceive us.^ But can as much be faid for 
legions "bf falHbk Clergymen, who have 
both their ownpalTions, their prejudices 
and; private mtcrefts to gratify I Truly, 
my Ix)rds,:ten or twelve thoufand pounds 
a. year wiU always have a powerful effect 
on the tempers of Divines^. The Doc- 
trines of the Old Teftament which were 
not u^derftood by high Priefts, like you, 
were yet revealed to Babes, in the ehaa- 

nel 
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ncl in wluch truth will always be made 
manifefl:. It is a fad truth, and bears a 
dreadful afpect to men of your charac- 
ter,— that not many mighty, not many 
wife men, according to the flefh, arexal- 
Icd. The 'rich man in the Parable had all 
his good things in this life, but in the 
nixt he lift Up his eyes in hell.-— Pardon 
the expreflion ; thofc are the words of 
our Lord, and you ought to know them« 
By impofing articles, you affume the pre- 
rogative of the King of Zion, the Crime 
is high treafon againft him, were you to 
do fo in England, without the confent of 
your Sovereign, you would come under 
a premuhire. The King of Zion will 
likewiiie vindicate his own authority ; he 
will maintain his prerogative to your 
fliame, if you continue to purftie the 
paths you have hitherto walked in* 
Some of your brethren haVc ihcwed 
their inclinations to be delivered from 
their yokes of bondage, but you want 
to wreath the yoke falter about their 

aecks^^ 
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hecks. It is unrighteous — it is unrea* 
fohable-!-Your Saviour forlbids It — ihd 
will you contradict kim^ — He comes — 
He comes the fecond time, without Sin 
unto Salvation. — Every eye fhall Ice him, 
and they alfo who pierced him. — My 
Lords, you muft be there; — you look 
agaft ! but it is true ; the (Ihall and the 
great muft attend his coming. Will a 
Prefcntation, or a CingeiVElire be of any 
feryice to vmdicate your ufurpatioh of 
his prerogative ? Will a difpcnfation 
from the Crown to hold livings without 
doing duty avail you before the Judge 
of adl the earth ? Your works ^11 be 

tried by fire.-> Gold and Silver and 

precious StoneS, Mitres, and Crowns, 
will all be calcined to afhes. fivery 
man's works (hall be tried by fire of 
what fort it is. Confcience, Gfentlcmeh, 
allow Cohlbience to fpeak, and I (hall 
have the whole bench of Bifhops on ihy 
^c.— — You ftoile ! and to be fure, 
Mitrcft Jihd Crowns, Honours and Power, 
B wkh 
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with fo many thoufands of yearly fn- 
comc, will make any wordly man fmilc ; 
b ut the joys of the wicked arc biit 
fliort. There is a period to come, wheA 
thefc fliall afford but fniall pleafure. 

It is unrighteous to impofe human 
do^s upon others, becaufe it is lay- 
ing a ftumbling-block before them.— . 
You, my Lords, know bow ftrong the 
. temptation which arifes from the prof- 
pect of a good living is. IVfany unguard- 
e4 Mortals have fwallowed down Ar- 
ticles they have never digefted, for a 
few hundreds a-year.— But why fliould 
Ihares be laid for men's virtue, . when 
there is no occafion for it ? What advan- 
tage arifes cither to the Church or Stato 
from impoftng hunian Articles? Have 
the aphorifms of the Clergy more effica- 
cy to make men good Churchmen, and 
true Subjects, than divine Revelation ? 
Perhaps you are afraid that if the Ar- 
ticles were laid afiide, the Diffenters 

would 
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t^KJiild come into your Churches, and 
devour your livings. You have more to 
do than to nemove the Articles before 
that happen.— Your Liturgy, my Lords, 
your ill-faid Mafs in Englifh, muft be re- 
moved alfo, before you receive any dan- 
ger from that quarter.— It would do you 
honour to lay aljde both ; but eafe your 
own members firft^ and let the Diflent- 
jcrs enjoy their Toleration; you have even 
a plcafure in holding the fcourge of 
your Articles over their heads. It is an 
.unrighteous decree by which you hold 
that authority ; it was owing to men of 
jour order that ever there was fuch a 
law hanging over their heads. It is poor 
fpite to envy men their Liberty, when 
they are afldng i;ione of your Emolu- 
ments. Though they pay your Tithes, 
you are not fatisfied unlefs you have do- 
minion over their Confciences. This is 
an old evil among Lords Spiritual. 
Your predeceflbrs led the way, and you 
are difpofcd to follow them. Suppofe 
B 2 it 
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It were your own cafe, my Lords, would 
you think it reafonable for others to lay 
rcftriaions upon your Confcicnces, who 
have no right to do fo ? Suppofe there 
fhould another long parliament jftart up, 
and difolve the Hierarchy, and require 
you to ufc the Scotch Direftory, and 
avouch all the Articles of Prelbytery, 
oh pain of certain fines and imprifon- 
ments, would you account it juft ? Or 
fuppofe they fhould ekcufe you three 
and an half, would you not fay, and ve- 
ry juftly, they ought not to be Lords of 
your Eaith? The application is eafy, and 
your Reverences muft undoubtedly per- 
ceive it. You account yourfelves a part 
of the Britifli Conftitution, and imagine 
that all will go to ruin if your Ecdefiafti- 
cal power is called in queftion.— But it 
is by right of your Baronies that you fit 
in Parliament, and not as Church Of- 
ficers. I appeal to Judge Blackftone if 
this is not true. There have Laws been 
made without the prefcnce of Bifhops, 

which 
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which arc (till in force, that (hew that 
Xiords Spiritual are no eflential part of 
the Engliih conftitution^ In the reigns 
pf £dw^rd t Richard Il« and Henry in. 
parliaments were held without Bilhops, 
and it was rcfolved by all the Judges in 
Jlngland, that the Eng may hold his 
Parliament with his Lords and Com- 
mons without them. The Conftitution 
would be (juitc fafe, although there were 
not ^ Biihop in England, or any where 
dfe, 

The unreafonablencfs of requiring 
fubfcription to Article^ will further ap- 
pear, if we confider that they do not an- 
fw^r the end they are faid to be intend- 
ed for. They are intended to prcfervc 
Qrthodoicy in the Faith j but either the 
Articles are not found, or many of tl^e 
dignified Clergy are not. It will puzzle 
^ the Divines in the uniyerfe to recon- 
• cile the writings of Tillotfon, Sherlock, 
jind Qarke, with the Tbirty-niuc Arti- 
B 3 clcs 
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cles of the Church of England. Even 
the hie Archbifliop Seeker is not able 
to abide, this ftsindard. I could give ma- 
ny indanccs j but thpfe 'who read both 
will earjy perceive the difference. I 
might even appeal to his Grace of Glou- 
cefter, whether his treatife on the Spirit 
is exadly confiftent with the . Articles 
he fome time ago fubfcribed. What is 
the meaning of fo much zeal for fub- 
fcription, when it anfwers no good pur* 
pofe ? Your Lordfhips would take it ill 
if I fliould compare you to proftitutes, 
who, when they have loft their own re- 
putations^ are always fbndio feduce 
others into the paths of vice. It is alto- 
gether unrighteous to hold by Laws 
which cxprefsly contradifl: the Laws of 
Jefus Chrift. Chrift commands us to call 
no man Matter but himfelf, in what per- 
tain$ to the Confcience j — but the Laws 
of the Clergy fay the very contrary, and 
• oblige men under grievous pains and 
loffcs to fttbfcribc Articles they them- 

fclvcfi 
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fclvcs do not believe. Is it not a burden 
grievous to be borne, for men either to 
fubfcribe what they have no evidence to 
believe, or be deprived of emoluments 
which they have as good a right to as 
others of his Majefty's fubjefts ? Subfcrip- 
tion does not give a right to a living, it 
is the prefentation which gives that. Now 
to urge unnecefiary qualifications, is the' 
lame thing as depriving a man of his 
right. You, n^^y Lords, know that the 
qualification is of no real ufe, and yet 
you infill upon it; is not this binding 
heavy burdens, and grievous to be borne, 
and laying them on men's ihoulders? 
You will not touch them with one of 
your fingers. You will neither under- 
take to anfwer for fubfcribers, provided 
they (hall incur guilt by fubfcribing, nor 
provide a living for them in cafe they 
fhould be deftitute. It is in your power 
to relieve them, if you are willing. You 
can join in an application to parliament 
for their relief, or you cannot oppofc it 

when 
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when it is mide. I db not rtican it can 
be of any real ufe to a Chriftian Church 
if you did } tut it would be Icffcning the 
burdens of your brethren.— -But this, per- 
haps, is too much to be expe&ed from 
High friefts : it is more than your brc- 
thrc]^ the Pharifces would ^rant to bur. 
Saviour, or his Apoftles, and I am afrsdd 
we mull not expeft it from you. The 
Civil Powers woi^ld have relieved Jefus 
Chriflf, biit the Priefts remonftrated 
ags^infl'it. — ^So Jefus ift ctucified at the 
reqiieft of the Clergy. Jefus did n6t 
afk any favours at their hand^ ; but if he 
had, they did not fecm difppfcd to grant 
him any; He was a non-conformift, 
and did not approve of their Article^ 
and fo could not be fprgiven by Pricftsl 
Thoug|h you have not the fame objcQr, 
your principle is the fame ; they were 
afraid of the conftltution of their Church, 
9nd the emoluments they enjoyed, and 
|r^ ^qt your reafons the fame ? My 
* ' Lords 
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Lords, you cannot deny it ; it is too evi- 
dent to be decently deniedt 



Jif 



The Jc^fli Clergy impofcd hieavy 
Burdens on the people; they had the 
Tithes of dmoft all things, the very 
Hunt . and cummin could non efcape 
them.— You have the fame^ the Fruits 
4>f om Fields, the increafe of, QUr Cattle, 
the plants and roots of our Gardens, are 
tythed by you. Ah ! you arc like your 
brethren the Phariiees! only you do not 
fcft nor pray ft) often, otherwife you arc 
touch belied.-— And you ufe your bre« 
thren as the Pharifecs did Chrift, you 
fcandolizethem, becaufe they do not love 
your yoke of bondage. Chrift was ac- 
counted an Heretic, becaufe he fet up a 
more iimple religion than thjat of the 
Jews, and (bme of you ferve your bre- 
thren in the fame way. Tou impute de« 
figns to them which you cannot prove, 
and which very probably were neycr in 
their hearts.'-«---i>«This is unfairy unge- 
nerous. 
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jKurow and ttncttriftbui^ Bttt;wby Ihould 
lexpea ChriftiaiutJ[ b a Jcwiih difpcn- 
hJdonl The poor animals are truly ta 
Ipepi^ed.wbor mtift educb' dov^ under 
jemr Bftrdras ;, they mzf' long wait be* 
JtMre y^ iketcH. forth the hand to help 
Atrm. The petitiancrs arehkblhe siaii 
#ho fett' kmeftg t)le' thlevet^ ihey wili 
find no inercy at the Uandsixif. Brkftt 
aftdLevker*' ■ -• ■ ^ -.■: i.;;;- ■■?.'-' 

■' •■ .. • ' ...... f I 

-\ " ' :*"'\ V 

Some of the friends of; ckrical tifurh 
"foimk hzyc of late rectivedj the oUt 
Popifli argnmeot /Cdncdrain^ the pQWQt 
4if the Chiirch ta appoint Articles for the 
inen it' barlicfve^^ and allege t&st tbt 
Cfamrch^ by whieh they mean the Cler* 
gy, 18 tb^; only -jndge of all miatters of 
Faith^r-^Bttt the queftion to be iirft re* 
foked is» Whb is the Church ? Have the 
^comibon people no concern in this que- 
ftion? ff fo, they are no way anfwerabic 
for any errors they may be led into un- 
^ 'the dire^A of the Clergy* The 

firamers 
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framers of Cfecdis and Articles mnft aiH 
fw^r for sHl. H- is anrfzteg to obTe¥vtf 
the afftrranire of thofc devotees bf Po- 
pery ; they claim a privilege whidi none 
but thi^ Head of the Chtireh omchli^^ otf 
fuch as eilti fhew infallible and ihdifpnt^ 
ab!e figiiiturci that he has ihtniffed theiil 
with that p6|#er. Sai^pedon tells hs^ thai 
fo fulFcr mtTi to ihtcrprct the Scriptutdl 
accordiftg to their own private judge- 
ment is to fuffcr them to foUoiHr their 
own fancies; and where if the hairm of 
this, provided tlicir ifiatricy is ifight aiid 
coiififtcnt wifti Aie'diaafes of ^eafonf 
One niari's 'ferity may pa& as Well m 
that of another; arid there haVt bedii 
more foofilh fancies generated in the 
brains 9f the Clergy iaffembled in Sy- 
nods, and Councils, than ever have ap- 
peared among any equal number df mei 
of any denomination. But the Clergy 
fettled the number of Canonical Books, 
md they have a right we are told alfq 
to fettle their fignification. Softly, Gen-, 

tlcmcn, 
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dfipiep, this wijl not be granted you; 
you rcckcm too faft. Arc you furc that 
rcvclatioji would not have been received 
unlefs. the Clergy, had ; t:akf» the trouble 
ta fettle tbat point ? But. though they 
took thisi upon them, the qu<?ftion i?, 
who gave, them authority? Might not 
any ni^mb^r of honeft men have done 
the {ame thing. AU that they had any 
right to do was to giv^ their advice eon- 
cerning that pojnt j if thpir , advice was 
jreceivcdjit was the pp\fcr of Providence, 
and not their authority which fettled the 
number of Csmoniqal Bppks. They en- 
.4eavpjurc4 Ko obtain the fandion of the 
civil authority ^o enforce their deciflons, 
and by; that means obliged the fubjeds 
€)^ the£mpire to receive the Scriptures ; 
but they did the fame thing with their 
Canons andpCreeds, which will prove 
that they alfo are Canonical. 

The Clergy affembled in Councils on- 
Jy tpld, wlutt they thought, l?ut it only 

belonged 
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belonged to the power of the Almighty 
to make men believe that they were 
right. And this conviftion could only 
proceed from the evidence of Scripture 
doftrine, when they had examined it. 
If they received it upon the authority of 
the Clergy it was implicit faith, and not 
a rational conviction of Truth ; to thofc 
who received it in this fafhion, it was 
not the word of Gk)d, but the word of 
man. The Clergy are always ready to 
put us in mind how much we arc obliged 
to them; but if accounts were fairly 
fettled, I am afraid that the Balance will 
appear to be much on the other fide. 
They are ready on all occafions to take 
more trouble to themfelves than there 
is any reafon to thank them for ; and be« 
fides they are always well paid for their 
trouble. When thefe Gentlemen (hew as 
much concern for men's eternal happi« 
nefs, as they appear anxious for the 
Mammon of unrighteoufnefs, it will re« 
move feme fufpicions concerning their 
7 fprings 
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fprings of a£bion : But as long as tliey 
appear more anxious for the tithes of 
anife, mint, and cummin, than mercy 
judgement and faith; very few honeft 
anen will pay them any regard. When 
the Gentlemen of your order took the 
trouble to collect the Canonical Books 
of Scripture, did not^hg Qvil Powers 
pay them for their pains? Councils fel- 
' ddm affembled but at a great expence 
to the Public, and Bifhops were never 
fuch fools as to .travel at their own ex- 
pence, unlefs when they could not help 
k. I would defire your friend Sarpe- 
don to tell us no more of the fucceffion 
of a Church, with power to eftablifh Ar- 
ticles, unlefs he takes in the whole Com- 
munity of beHevers into the Idea ; and 
;fevcn. all they have a right to do, is to 
.'.makcthc bed they can of the Articles 
.which Cfarift and his Apoftles have al- 
^ready formed to their hands. If it were 
. tiec^ffary to purfue Sarpcdon very clofe, 
Ik might. he required to praye from the 

nature 
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feature of Ghrilt's KJngdpm, and the ao- 
tonnt which ReYelatton gires of a 
'Church, that any number of CIcrgymea 
can be a Church, he will not find fuch 
an idea in the ^hole New Teftamcm.. 
The Apbftlcs themfelVe^ did not aflum^ 
that title when th^y were itfettibled^ btt 
confidered theihfdves as only membeiv 
'of the Chiirch whe^e^they wctc. Sup- 
pofe that all the Catdin^s and Biftopc 
of the Church of ome were afTembled 
with the Pope at their head, they could 
not with any propriety be called the 
;Church of Rome ; they could only be an 
'Ecclefia of Clergy j a Chriftwui Church 
has a far more extenfiye idea. The two. 
Houfes of Convocation of England are 
'Hot the Cbureh c^^e: England, nor 
ivcn-fhe re^rfentbtivedof^thatf Churdi, 
they only reprefeht foirie 6f tte Oergy* 
lam not fure if the poor^Gurate* have 
*any r^prcfentation; but laifi fure that 
the people have none in either of thefe 
houfes. *; It 4»-gue8 great ofBcioufneft, 
.:ic- 6 my 
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my Lords, in you, and your bretliren, 
to pretend to do men's bufinefs without 
their coinfent; and great ambition to 
pretend to be their Mafters, without any 
juft right or authority. It is a burden 
grievous to be borne, for men to be 
obliged to commit their Spiritual con^ 
cerns to perfons they cannot trufl: nor 
confide in j-^who inftead' of finking to 
fave their fouls, prey upon their fub- 
Aance, and riot in their poflefiions. 

One grievous burden you lay upon 
our flioulders is yourfelves ; the majority 
of the nation reckon you a heavy bur* 
den, and long to be freed from you*— 
Tour extravagant incomes might do 
much good ; your Lordihips devour 
more in a year than all the Clergy of 
Scotland.«*-*And yet the people there arc 
as nice an,d intelligent, and know more 
of religion, than the greatell part of the 
^ people in any of your Dioccfcs j even 
the poor Diflcnters witfeioyour own 

. bounds 
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i>bund6 will eompafe trttb any of joilr 
j»eaple, who aife imtiiediately tinder your 
tery ncSti. h k not^ mofl: Reverend 
and rigbt Reverend Fkthef 6 in --~^i 
a burderi grievous to be borne, to fee 
a Hun^ who neter preaciies above once a 
year, devour twdve ot fifteen thoufand 
bounds per annum^ and one who drudges 
from day io da^^ not faafve as much as 
keep hit iadfiily from tag$, nor himfelf 
from beggary ?— ^Youfay that it is the 
Ckmftitutidn^-Hnay Heaven fbon diflblvc 
it } for God iiever made it;^YoU know 
this, Gentlemen, as well as Ij your Gon« 
icienc^s have told it you a thoufand 
times, but Honour^ Power, and Lux«ry, 
have rendered you callous to all con^ 
viiftioui 

It is ^ burdeii girievous to be borne> 
ted which you never touch with one of 
your fiagers, though you l^y it oh, I 
miean your Spiritual tlourts • In thefe you 
Tcign like lions in their dens, and tear 
C to 
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to pieces all who have the misfortune to 
fall under your power. Your Courts re- 
femble the fabled Caftles of the Giants, 
where nothing is to be feen but the 
fpoils of viflims devoured by your mer- 
cilefs hands. Woe to the man who en- 
ters within your Spiritual dominions ; for 
though his foul can never be the better 
by any thing you can do, his body, his 
intereft and fubftance, (hall be confider- 
ably worfe. Ye Culprits, who have ever 
been within the walls of thcfe inquifitions, 
fay. What help, what aid, did you receive 
from the fingers of the Bi(bops ? was not 
his little finger heavier than the loins of 
your Saviour, who is all mercy and 
goodnefs ? What do you think of his 
Chancellor, Prodors, and Apparitors? 
Saw you any mercy in their vilage, or 
clemency in their looks? Nay, nay; 
every one would look for his gauin from 
his quarter, as long as you had a far- 
thing. His Lordfhip's finger woujid not 

cafe 
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eafe your burden, nor mitigate your 
fine, however grievous to be borne. 

The Articles, Liturgy, and Athana- 
fian Creed, are heavy burdens, and grie- 
vous to be endured, which you zealoufly 
bind on other men^s fliouldcrs, though 
you give them^ nothing for bearing 
them. You do not add twenty pounds a 
year to the living of a poor Curate for 
fubfcribihg and dreading thefe badges of 
fuperftition. If a man is fo obliging as 
to fell you his Confcience, you ought 
undoubtedly to keep his teeth going. 
Many of your underlings would never 
read nor^fubfcribe a finglc Article of 
thofe fopperies, were it not for a little 
temporary enjoyment; and far too fmall^ 
my Lords, for fo much obedience. IF 
they would cleave to the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, he would reward them better 
for their fervice. You ought to confider 
them J many of thetn arc dutiful area*- 
' tures, and obey your mandates with great 
C 2 punSuality} 
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i^unftraKty : But it is baip^ ta. peti^tm 
fuch dif^reeabfe.bofiiie& Ibr fuch puny 
tewards.— — A little hcl|) would be of 
feme fervicej— a hundreti iaftead of 
forty ipocmds a year would make the 
Athanafian Creed go better 4owfi. iTou 
can eafily aSbrd k put of ia many thou* 
&nd8. I wonder mvfcK ttmfidering the 
temper of the times, 4utt there are any 
Creeds read at alt } ^ it is feldom that 
ibme Churches We any Sermons. 

TbeDamnaticm of y#ar Creed b griev*^ 
6m tobo borne—whoGU) rehearfe it with-* 
cmt laying, M^etere^ Dmme. I wofider 
you are not aftoflied tor'tfeat fb often im- 
unreafcmabk Dasnnation^-^Sbaiil all men 
l>e damned whado not befiefe the AA»- 
mafian Creed? then aU the Apoftlet «re 
m a miferable fituaticn • Tour l^ovdfliipsy 
I am: aifraidy wiU i^ai^di a poor chance^ 
Ml your Confciences if yott befieve if. 
lkrrej($ refepens^ (/2 b^rrMU diffu. tt 
6 all 
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«tt whodo KK* believe this uufd^iptur^ 
fCic?d (haU perWi ^tQriM41y» wh^; the^pi 
otn be iaved^ for neycr » ibf^ c^ Adam 
^si^ able to l^^tev^ it» Jefjas Chrift 
himfelf could not believe it ^ £ac it 
is not true, and he could not be* 
lieve a falfehood. It is a burden, my 
Lords-^t is a grievous burden, and it 
is unreafonable for you to bind it upon 
any perfons. I would not wifli the Devil 
to have fuch a burden. I wiih it had only 
been nonfenfe ; £or then we might have 
laughed at it; but it is fit to fpoil any 
man's mirth to hear the Clerjgy eurfe fo 
heartily, and all the people fgy Jme?fp 
l^efs aftd curlb hot, is the trye maxim }— 
it is a glorious maxim, — a God<*like - 
ina^im. Hie other is deviliih-like, wick- 
4cd, and abominable^ Pray remove this 
burden altogether ; touching it with 
your finger i^rill not do; it will burn 
you, it win let all your lawn flccves in a 
flzffic^ if you come near it.-wi— W^/i me 

Q 3 fm^f 
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tangere is its mdtto.—- — Read, and take 
warning before it is too late, left what 
came upon the Jewifli Priefts come up- 
on you, which God of his mfiriitc mtfrcjr 
prevent. Jmen. 



SERMON 
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Matth&w, Ch. xsm. ver. 40 

For they bind heavy burdens and grievous 
to be borney and lay them on men^sjhoul- 
ders ; but they themfehes will not move 
them with one of their Jingers. 

ON E of their fingers would be in- 
fufBcient to move themj the 
whole flrength of their bodies would 
not be able to move the burdens they 
have laid upon others. I heartily vnfh^ 
and fo will every honeft man, that the 
race of the Pharifees had never furvived 
the deftrudion of Jerufalem, but had 
been confumed in the Temple, when 
C 4 the 
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the Roman foldiers fet it on fire. Th^ 
world bad been well desired of a raqs 
of Vcnnin, wbich fincc havq pot only 
devoured widows' houfes, but have 
preyed on every houfe and cotts^ge in 
the world^ wherever tjjey have had 
power. They hate Uirated the world 
^Imofl: in all quarters^ and have changed 
themfelves into every fliape. They have; 
affumed tho Ihapc'bf BSfhippS, Tatri- 
archSy Metropolitans, Cardinals, and 
PopeS) and will turn aiiy thing tp fervq 
thpir own c^s, ^x\d purpofes, — ^The 
Almighty fcems to have fent them as a 
fcourge to punifh all nations who have. 

npt valued thpfe liberties s^nd privi^ 

* .• ■ • i' * 

\ege9 vhkh h^. hath b^ftowe4 uJioq 
them, 

. V^ PSlft^ fpQfcep of \teto wre an 
f mi^ubiQ^S . Jdnd o€ creatures, part]]|! 
i^y??fn;aft*uB?«^y''oClergjrmcnj thcjr 
^jc io^e^^ lit what yoo w)ul4 
>. Rector, pt yUs^ made Juilice of 

th<; 



Ae Pc«ce^ pr' a Bifltop m^de a Bardn j— 
they belonged to both ftates, that they 
might devour the profits of bpth. They 
bad a |>rt of double ai^thorityi a$f 
Frieils, they coi^ld (hut men out of the 
Kii^gdom of heaven, a^i^d as lawyers 
an4 GvH, Officers, they could ^nifli 
(heiQ frpiathU Wqrld. |t was danger** 
pu$ to djip^blige ^m | for if any one 
happened ^o, offend t|iem, and fell under 
theu! curle^^ they 1^4 no privilege in 
things civil^ T^cy were like men exn 
communicated in the Biihp{$^ Courts, 
who ca^ot fue for their civil Rights 
till their Lorddiips lopfe their fentence« 
They had' the whole Credend^ of the 
Itation undef t^eir cpntroyl, a^)d no 
njian durft pretend to believe a fingle 
fentence without their good Licence^ 
They had the fole power of all the Sy-s 
nagogues in the kingdom j and could 
likcwife licence 6in-fhops. They were 
a ftrangc fort of beings— ~-tthey were 
^Ceedingly like to £n^Uih Biihops. 
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In the firft place, becaufe they were 
the creatures of the King, or the civil 
power. In the day^ of our Saviour, the 
Romans made any *one Higl^ Prieft 
whom the pleafbd. The Tetrarch had 
a power to do it ; and Jbfephus 
tells us, that Herod transferred the 
Friefihood from Jonathan to his bro- 
ther Theophilus; and Agrrppa took 
away the t^riefthood fronpi Jeftis the fon 
of Gamaliel,' aiid gave it to lilatthias 
the fon of Theophilus. This Ihews that 
the High Pricfts among the Jews were 
not now a divine inftitution, but crea- 
tures of human poliejr. While they 
continued upon the plan of their origi- 
nal inftitution, none of the Kings of 
Judah could remove them ; but after 
they turned Pharifecs, they bccanie mere 

creatures of the ftatc. This, an't 

plcafe your . Reverences, Ihews^ . that 
when the Clergy join with the king- 
doms of this world, the Lord Jefus 
Chrift wilt have no more to do with 

them. 
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themV ' I have ' feeii in fome of the 
printed tS^iilionsf of ttie Bifhops and 
Clergy fofec hard Mayings againft the 
Scribes ahdPharifees ^-^atthefe preach* 
ers dkl tiot ccmlider that they were 
abv^ng tlieir betters, and' their Fathers 
too;- :Tlierc* iievier Were in the world^^ 
bdkvfc ^, my deir Dtiaoi^, a fct ot 
xntti ym6tc isealous for CSlurch Author- 
ritj^i— for tithes,— for '- the ^ rights ctf^' 
the Oitgf^^oT keiepiftg the common 
people in * {ubjedioxi>^or pcrfecutmg 
Biffenters,^— for an eftablifhed Church, 
and the" Lord knows what.— They- 
were 25ealous, like you, for human Ar-' 
tides dfo.—i- 

I obferved that the ancient Jewifh 
Priefts, the Pharifees, were creatures ; 
and what Could they be ^Ife ? But the 
Lord never made them }-i*-^*y W^re ex-' 
aftly like our Englifll Biflibps, crftatufis 
of civil authority; No mah nccfa jffiT 
wonder that they were dutiiKiltb- the 
powers of this earth j — for it is fomp 

way 
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w^ Rs^tural for creattircs tOTWorfiup 
tki^ CreadOf. .!Piit.Tcry mc^ftig 4U 
i^e bbd^ in this^rwlib^ aviary sffejcs^cjSr 
logthi; fccl»^%irfgr«tmidrw.i» 

tliiifctbey dQf4t}{i^p<4p$«ly ia«f t4>rdft$|»* 

the iU^al Pwfewc, to ft«w hb gii9ti^ 
f inJe jEbr hU prcfcrmwt irr-l>Ht t^Cf 4,^ 
4&. it in a way. wticb ijR fitt ^fWl^;**-^ *^ 
l^y 4a it froiflLlh^ h?»rt« ; Tib fD^ 
QBf the pM tr^ft bcforf piy. i^kidp^ir^. 
tbe Uack-bird.in the gzxdcxf^itdgc^'^ 
dic^thruik s^nd linnet on the fprayt with 
;dl the rur^I concert of feathered fong? 
fterSy would do one's heart good to hear 
hpv glac^binp thi;y afe to praufe thcur 
Creator fpr t^ pleafutg enlivc^ng 
hezxM ofthft moriNBg. fijn.--T~T^ 
Ciwes and )app^kii^ on the banks pfi the 
rivulet,— the cajtk on yonder m^dqwj^ 
r-all feem j^eafed^ and^ according to thcip 
^^qft ipamcx^^ prajfc Jli? JUvd thai 



made theni4 Mo figqs of sunl^MMi 
(except to pleaTe) appear among ihcaim 
The fox, iPiiio jufl no# iflhed forth from 
amoQg the brakes and whint^ and de- 
voured the tender laft^, sad put d» 
flodu in fear, fug^fted to mj nmA 
Ac idea of a ffifliop^— 'a P)ri^)v--a Hea- 
rifee !««»Haw fl^ did he make his ap« 
ftioach ! as if upon fome.frieadlf Ti&^ 
tiH be Wis within reKh of las unh^ppf 
nri^^oif which he devoured, witiKnst 
siarey, Its &e Hfaiifers ^d widow^ 
hmfc8,-i-0r astioaiiiiiiflaries or Pro&ors 
derduri&efiiHlftnceof poor culprits m 
the fpkiflid courts.— litis was puTii^ 
dferotioB to the beHy, Vkt diofe who 
make h thdr god, and who mind eardn 
If things. It is a di%racelid thing to 
' five on the vitak of others, fike Ibz^ 
wolves, and kites. — it is their nature^^ 
be fure, to live on the ruins of o^hJft' 
creatures; but it is not the nature df 

man, God made m^ upright. ^AQ 

finulitude between man and ravenous 

animals 
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animals is a perverfion of theif na- 
.turc. 

When I dWcrvc that there is an cx- 
a£t agreement b€tween Bifhops and the 
ancient Jewiih Priefls, I, would not be 
.underflood as if I meant thofe under, 
.the. Theocracy, while the Lord wa« 
among that people ; there does not ap- 
pear to be the leaft refemblance be^ 
tween thofe officer of God's appoint- 
ment and our Clergy. . Thcfe fons of 
Levi were called and appointed by God 
himfelf, and were.Pridls by a divine. 
Ordinapce : Both t^ey and the Kings 
of Ifracl were appointed by the autho- 
rity of Heaven, and made each a part, 
of the Xheocracy. When they continued 
in this channel, and fulfilled, the kws of 
the Theocracy, the Lord acknowledged 
them, and fhewed them favour j but af- 
ter they obftinately tranfgreffcd the laws 
which God, as their King, had giv^n 
.them, and walked according to their 
I • own 
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own vain imaginations, he foribok them, 
and no more acknowledged them for 
his people ; yet they did not give up 
their claims, when God gave them up, 
but endeavoured to fupport their claim 
to God as their God, and to the diflin- 
guiihing privileges which, as a nation, 
they had formerly enjoyed. Butj alas! 
they had loft their right, which ren- 
dered their claim abfurd and ridiculous. 
When the Mcfliah, who was the end of 
their law, was come, it was wicked and 
impious to fupport their Hierarchy. All 
dominion in matters of confcience now 
centered in Jefus ; the dominion of the 
Priefthood, as well as the Royal autho- 
rity, retted on him. He alone claimed 
the privilege to forgive fins, and the folc 
right of legiilation, as the King whpm 
God had fet upon his holy hill of Zion. 
The pretenfions of the Jewifh Priefts to 
authority and dominion was therefore 
very profane* Your prefent Hierarchy, 
my Lords, is eftablilhed upon the very 

fame 
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fame principle which influenced th£ 
jews to crucify the Mcfliah. The claini 
df Jcftls to a fole artd cxcliifivc autho*' 
rity in things Spiritual, fct afide all the 
prctcnfions of the High Priefts to domi- 
tiion ovct the donfciences of the people. 
This was highly offenfirc to their pride; 
and the hotiofi they had of their own 
fpiritual juriMiftion. They ctmfidered 
Jefiis as an invader of their rights and 
privileges, which they had ptrffcflTed for 
fome thoufand ytiri ; and they deter- 
mined that his <!laim was blafphemy^ and 
crucified him as a blafphemer tf an 
cftablifhment which God had fet up^ 
and which he had appointed them to 
maintain. 

The Hierarchy 6f the Church of Eng- 
land agrees with no ftate of true religion 
which God hath appointed, either un- 
der the Old or New Tcftament difpen- 
fation ; but it agrees exa£lly trith that 
Church authority by which our Lord 

Jefos 
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Jcfus Chrift was tried, condemned, and 

Crucified. ^This is a hard faying, my 

Lords ; but I (hall make it as plain as 
the Mitres on your heads. Attend to 
■what follows, and you will certainly 
perceive the trutli of the above obferva- 
tion. 

The Hierarchy which God appointed 
among the Jews was hereditary, handed 
down from father to fon, and could not 
be changed by the Civil Authority, as 
long as the priefts obferved the Laws, and 
kept clear from intermeddling with mat- 
ters of State. As the Kings of Ifrael 
were immediately appointed by God, as 
well as the Priefts, they had a right, 
provided the Priefts interfered in State 
Matters, to depofe them, as Solomon 
did Abiathar J but if they jield by their 
own province, and performed their du- 
ty, they had no right to meddle with 
'them. The Englifti Priefthood is not 
of this fort J you, my Lords, cannot eiv 
I> tail 



so S E R M O N IL 

tail your oiEcc upon your ddeft foBS| 
unlefs His Majefty appcMnt them to Bi- 
(hopricks. Here you fee thtre is a ma- 
terial difference. Another confiderable 
diflference between the ancient Jewifli 
Priefthood and your Hierarchy is, — The 
JewiQi Priefts were confined to matters 
of Religion, and were not admitted to 
fecular employments : There were civil 
officers appointed to manage what per- 
tained to the State; the Priefts were 
only concerned with the matters of the 
Lord *. This is a prodigious difference;^ 
and worthy your attention. The Jewifb 
High Priefl offered facrifices as well a6 
received gifts ^ but our High Priefls re^ 
ceive gifts, but offer no facrifices. The 
chief defign of the Priefts was to offer 
facrifkes, and to make atoneme»t for 
the fms of the people j in this they were 
typical of the great High Priefl who wa£ 
to come; but our High Priefts can do 
none of thefe things ; they do not pre- 

• ftCfarQn. xhc. u. 

pretend 
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4en4 to o&r fu^rifices^ and they canBQt 
pretend to be types of the Meffiah., 4J1 
the JcwifH Prieft? were circ.uniciic4 ija 
tjie B^fh of their foreikin, which wa^ a 
f itiV^d they were obliged to undergo jby 
4ivine appointJHicnt : } never hear, my^ 
Jjprfis^ that you copy- after them in tiu^ 
paarticidar. As long a^ the inftitutioa 
pf die Jewifli Hierarchy continued in iu 
original purity, there was only one High 
Pricft in the whole nation. — Our Hi&- 
cardiy is very different; for we have 
fix and twenty, at leafl: always two » 
Dr, if you pleafe, we have twenty-foiu: 
Caiief Priefts, and two High Priefts ; 
This was not the appointment under 
the Jewifli Theocraxr^. It appears to be 
wholly a human invention, for which 
there is no warrant in the (acred Writ- 
ings. 

The Jewifli Ckrgy had no Icgiflative 
authority in Religion ; they were ob- 
liged (o dired their condu6b according 
Da to 



m 
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to the Statutes which were given by thb 
hand of Mofes ; they bad no power 
cither with or without their Kang, to 
add to, or diminilh from, their fyflem 
which the Almighty gave them. They 
could make no alterations without an 
cxprefs revelation from God, unlefs they 
were difpofed to provoke him, as,they 
frequently did. In this, my Ibrds, 
your conftitution and theirs differ evi* 
Gently, You affume extenfive powers* 
—At various times, and in divers man* 
ncrs, thofe of your order have framed 
Canons, Articles Creeds, Liturgies, and 
Homilies, and changed them upon cer- 
tain occafions, as your Wifdoms thought 
fit, I wilh it would pleafe your Re- 
verences to change them again, fee- 
ing you pretend to have the fame power 
your predeccffors had, — Changes arc 
lightfome, my Lords, and a proj^er al- 
teration at this time would eafe many 
of your Clergy. Pray, be fo good as 
try another experiment: you cannot 

weU 
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vrcll remove farther from the Scriptures 
than you are at prefcnt. I think I have 
proved to a demonftration, thJ^f you dHiffer 
widely from the appointment of God con- 
cerning the Clergy in the ancient Jewifh 
Church ; fo you have no Old Teftament 
precept or example for your exiftence^ 
you agree however with the Pharifees 
under the corrupt ftate of the Jewifli 
Church, by whofe confent and authority 
Jefus Chrift was crucified. This is the 
laft branch of the propofition I promifed 
to make good.— —I fhaU now proceed 
to do it J 

> I . When the Jews departed from the 
divine appointment concerning their 
Clergy, they increafed the power and 
number of their High Priefts. The ori- 
ginal law authorifed but one ; but in our . 
Saviour's time there were two, Jnna^ 
and Caiapbas. Thofe were fomething 
like our two Archbifliops ; the one Pri" 
mate of Judea^ and the other Primate of 
ajl Jtdea. 

D 3 a. They 
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^ Tbcjr had aMo very extenfire iwi- • 
tharidyi at Icaft they pretended ta itj 
they {at m the great Coondl of the na- 
tion^ and had a mbtcd power joined ivhb 
the Chiefs of the land : they were ex- 
ceedingly like yonr Lord^ Spiritual af- 
fembled with the Lortts Temporal in 
Pariiament. Under the Theocracy 
this was not the pra£kieej for the 
natters of the Lord and the matter^ of 
the King were then kept diftindt; for 
they have never been mingled without 
great danger to the liberties of man- 
kind. There are few men fo perFed: as 
to difcharge two offices faithfUlly, when 
the perverfion of both tends td their own 

private iritereft.* ^There is danger,' 

niy Lords, that a Clei'gyrnan in the cha- 
rifter of a Civil Magiftrate will fome- 
diriefe ftfctch a point, with refpeft to 
tfiofe who are not found Churchmen, 
and lay the hand of his authority heavily 
on, tvhen the objeft is fufpefted to be 
no friend to Clerical Jurifdiction.— And 

thofc 



SERMON n. ss 

thofe who appeal from his jurlfdicticn at 
a magiftrate, will be in jeopardy of hav- 
ing their fentence denounced with all 
the authority of a Pricft, from the chair 
of verity.— Such amphibious creatures 
will frequently be tempted to fqueeze 
a text on purpofe to fupport their m;^ 
gifterial authority, and to fhew how do- 
minion is founded upon Grace, or ra* 
ther Grace on dominion. 

3. The Jewifli Priefts tock away the 
Key of knowledge from the people: in- 
flead of reading and expounding the law 
and the Prophets, as they ought to have 
done, they rendered them vain through 
the fubflitution of their own tradi- 
tions in their place, by which means the 
people were ignorant of the Scriptures, 
and means of Knowledge, except what 
the Priefls were pleafed to allow them 
in their ftead. In place of the pure and 
incorruptible word of God, they were 
burdened with traditions and doctrines 

of 
D4 
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of men ; thtey knew nothing as they 
i>ught to have known. In proportion 
as the Priefts kept the people igno^ 
•rant, they rendered them fuperftitious 
and bigoted, and ready to anfwer all 
the ends of their felfifh policy. It was 
ignorance of the Scriptures which ren- 
dered the common people dupes to the 
Priefts; for had they underftood the 
doctrines of the Law and the Prophets, 
they would have foon perceived that 
they were impofcd upon. The know- 
ledge of divine revelation enlarges the 
mind, and makes men underftand their 
own privileges. There never will be 
any danger from the power of the. Cler- 
gy, if once the Laity underftood the 
, Scriptures. If the Commons and Lords 
of Great Britain ever happen to pay pro- 
per attention to the Scriptures, your 
high authority, my Lords, will foon 
come to an end. The Jewifh Priefts 
knew this, and did all they could to 
guard againft it. You, Gentlemen, iflai- 

tatc 
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tate your brethren of Judea. Inftead 
of reading and expounding the Scrip- 
tures to teach your people in divine 
knowledge, you put them off only with 
a few fclcct paffagcs, and a fliort dif- 
courfe on fomc particular text. Tou 
load them with Creeds, Articles, an4 
Canons, as the Jewifh Priefts did the 

people in their time; but you arc 
fparing of the Scriptures, as if they 
would poifon them, 

Thofe who are firft in the falhion for 
tafte and learning, fay, your Sermons 
arc good, well digefted, and finely 
comppfedt I have no objection to }our 
compofitions, my Lords, but a few of 
the plain purpofcs of a paragraph of 
Scripture would be far more edifying 
to your people. To read a large paf« 
fage, and fhew the fcope and ufe thereof, 
would be of infinitely more fcrvice than 
all the laboured harangues of human 
eloquence. While you neglect to ex- 
pound 
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pduntf kheScrJptures, y&tt take away the 
hey of knowledge, wMch opens a door 
to a tight undcfftanfifig of the principles 
cf the kingdom of heaven* I do not 
Aiean that human exphitiatioite of the 
trord of God fliotrW pofs for firft prin- 
dpfes, but they may help people to en- 
tire, if the things arc fo, and may an* 
fwcr a very good porpofe. Your Rcve-* 
rences preach but feldom, but would 
you expound Scripture, you might be 
cxcufcd all your other labours^ A Ser- 
mon OiH tdmt particular occafion we hear 
^f ftow and then ; but thefe dlfcourfes 
ire fo interlarded wkh particular attach- 
ments, and the dignity of your order, 
that they cattv do very Kttle good to poor 
imferable finners. This is an idea you 
ought to confider, feeing you have your 
own guilt as other men, and ftand in need 
©f merfcy like the reft of the guihy race 
of Adam. I fhall fay noAing of Original 
Sin, which has been fo often difputed ; 
you. Gentlemen, hart as much aftual 

tranfgrcflion 
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trM%refiiM 2ls yjAU require ah abiin- 
dance of mercy. The idea of mercy hi 
riot fo very vifiblc in your public pet- 
foi'iiiahces j there is for too much of the 
High Prieft in them to make them agree-^ 
able to the wretched, niiferable, blind, 
and naked. You vnYL eafily perceive 
he is a fmner that preaches to you, and 
perhaps your Lordfhips will think none 
of the kaft of them. It is a bad charac- 
ter, to be fufe ; but a finner, worth 
ten thoufand a year, is greater than one 
if^ho is worth very little; Tour brethren 
the Pharifees had a great averfion at 
fiiiners, but they loved fin, and pradKfcd 
it to a great extent themfdves. They 
reproached JefiiS Chrift for receiving fin- 
nets, and eatitig with them. This was 
cruel and unmerciful ; for though they 
were not difpofed to do good to the mi- 
ferabie themfelves, it was the higheft 
barbarity to envy them happincfs from 

the hands of others. 

•' 

4. The 
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4* The 44iie( and capital method 
which the Jcwilh Priefts ufed to take 
away the key of knowledge from the 
people was the impofing of articles of 
their own compofmg upon them, and 
making them pafs for the true meaning 
of the law; by this means they placed o. 
padlock upon the Scriptures, left the 
common people fliould find out the fe« 
crets of the Priefts.^— There is fome- 
thing . in the nature of man which in- 
clines him to purfue after knowledge. 
When our Saviour came and taught the 
plain meaning of the law and the Pro- 
phets, the multitudes appeared ena- 
moured with his dodrine, they flocked 
after him, and gladly heard him. They 
perceived a vifiblc difference between 
the plain Scripture dodrine which he 
taught them, and the abftrufe and equi- 
vocal jargon of the Dofkors. The Chief 
Priefts were alarmed to fee a non- 
fubfcriber make fo free with the articles 
of the Church : they raifed the cry againft 

Jefua; 



Jfcfus, and jJroclaimed the Churcli wa$ 
in danger i J^ we lei ibis: man alone ^ all 
men will heheve on hhn^'andihe Romans 
will come and take away both our place 
and natimv They perceived the danger 
of a free inquiry into Scripture truths, 
and fuffcrihg a teacher to pafs unpu- 
nifhed, who difcovered all the fecret de- 
ceits of their- craft. If once fuch a ge- 
jierous fyftem as that which our Saviour 
propofed was received,- it would open a 
door to the Gentiles as well as the Jews, 
and then the exclufive privileges of the 
Priefts and Lawyers would be at an end. 
There would then be no occafion for the 
Temple, the place and nurfery of Priefts 
and Pharifees. This (hew« that the 
Priefts difcovered the intention of our 
Saviour's dofltine and miracles, and ex- 
cogitated as good a fcheme as human 
wifdom could devifc to guard againft 
their influence. Caiphas was no fool 
i0irhen he faid, that it was expedient that 
one man ftiould die for the people, and 

not 
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not the whole na^n perifl). ; To him 
and the ^riefts, the doWal of Priicft«- 
hood gnd the 4cftjruction of the natioa 
were the f?me things. What is a nation 
to a dignified Cl^gymjiLQ ^thout ai^ eit^ 
tenfive living ? There are few of tl^lt 
character th^ wpnld rifk a living for a 
Qation, thoi^gh they have oftei^ aln^oft^ 
ruined a whole nation for the &ke oi^ 
rich livings and prefernienta. Arch* 
bilhop Laud is an example of this, who^ 
to fupport his own honour^ riches^ and 
fplendor, ruined both his Sovereign and 
himfelf, and brought a Civil War jon 
the nation. The Jewifli pciefts would 
not give up the fmalleft degree of tfaeijr 
autjiority, or part witji a fjj^lq ,tr»4itio©t 
and tte reaibn was, — ^np ho^yc^iM tett 
bow.£sur a reformation might go. It 
.might proceed fo far as tp endaogc^ tbe 
places of the high Ckrgy, a^ind the cont 
i^tution would be 19 danger.; for thf 
Priefts were a branch of the /cqnflitutipnf 
Qoce give :9^ay to a few poqirilh petition^ 

ers 
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crs ki one thing, and tbeii you may pro** 
cced till the whole fabric of the Hie- 
rarchy is taken down piecc-iueal. Tliefc 
arguments arc vjery like thpfe which your 
Chaplains and friends have offered, in 
defence of your Chriftian traditions. 
You have certainly learned your fchemc 
Irom your friend Caiaphas^ and the reft 
of your brethren in Judea. 

The plan of your Hierarchy is not 
Kkdy to laft fo long jas that of the Jews ; 
and there is a good reafon for it. The 
Jewifh Hieriirchy was once an ordinance 
of God J: but yours ne%^er was, nor 
ever can be. Our Saviour, by his death 
.and refurrcflion, overtwned the fyftcm 
of the Pharifees, and^ in procefs of time, 
he win lay all your IVfitres, my Lords, in 
the duft. 

I have proved^ that there is neither 
precept nor example in the Old Tefta- 
jncnt for men of your order j and have 

li^ewife 
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likcwife dcmonftratcd, that your Hie- 
rarchy 18 founded upon the fame prin- 
ciples of thofc Clergy?icn who con- 
demned our Saviour. It remains that 
1 fliew from the New Tcftament, that 
fuch an order of men, with fuch autho* 
rity as you claim, is not to be found in 
the words of Chrift, and the writings of 
his apofUes. 

This may very eafily be fettled, by 
confidering thofe palfages of the New 
Teftament which have been ufcd to flip- 
port your authority. There is no occa^ 
lion for the afliftancc of the Fathers in 
this controvcrfy ; thofe old Gentlemen 
were not guided by infpiration, and were 
as ready to err as other men. Your 
Lordfliips muft (land the trial of plain 
Scripture evidence, and (land or fall in 
the. opinion of all fober men, as your 
fifEce and authority agrees with, or dif- 
fers from, this divine Law-book. 

In 
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In die fitft jA^M^ kt us inquire itd& 
the opnnon of aalr 8itv!attr cdncerfitng . 
tbe power of his Chtitcfay or tlw power 
wfakh ' he eftabliftcd thereinf in tkuttt^rt 
of ItMi and Yeligioir« The chapter 
whitre our teJtt lies eiq>rGfled hit tiiind 
pfcelty piainly with ve^ft to the dditli- 
nion ctf the Clcrgj % Be fwi je tailed. 
Bobbin fornti i$ jmit Majlery eifenCbriJlf 
atidfiliye one krHbren \^and ietU no man 
ymtftSbtT;t^. earthy fat ene is your Fa* 
tber vAicb is h' ieOixtn ; neitij0' be je^ 
caHedym^s^ fosr dneuymtt MaJktyWt'mi 

, » . . '^ 1. . ,' - ■- 

Mtil tufft of jMfeKfil<»i« lUbltoni 
1^^ the? iiigieft titk thcf lttiil»< sml "fiM 

ie'^wawisv tide i»Udr Slaifi^ Mugdafeit 
fpire to (Air jSanrbuf^ Jbha xv. i>6. and 
M#ectr tbat Jte hMioared lOxo iK tbe 

'J' j^ £ -w blgheft 
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higjieft degree, : iThcre yeft: thrte de- 
grees of dignity to which the Jews alib . 
connected •authority ; Rabbi, EfleOnj^nrfy; 
and Rabbon or Rabbail; ; alL which oiirr 
Savour condemn8»*-r-^Hc i /condemns j - 
the two. firft in this ; chafstor, *and vfor/ 
good reafons; becaufe. /they afluniedi 
power peculiar to ^tm^'-and made free, 
with his titles. The meaning of db6. 
word Rabbiy among- the jcwsj at^ this, 
time, is very^plainly pointcd-out byc^lhe; 
ceremony of x:onfen^ing. this » degree!.^ 
When a perfon was thought wprthy\b£i 
«this dignity, he was placed upon a.chiit) 
raifed above the reft of the company, 
and^hai} a Key andrl TaUerbookde^ 
kY^i:je4 to, hhni; ..the vjSrft, was ^,fpbb(A 
of: his pow^r .^uofd imthority, the Jattefc 
of his qnalificatiotf iorJlhaitihonour. ;The 
Key he^w6re;ever:aftecwSrds, is a. figa 
fd;{hewMwho he wln^vthatfhe might; not 
lofeiuiyrof the honoujfs/^ub. to; his. title* 
IChis.titley in its whole vimport, our Sa*^ 
YiourffwWds in his ChUrch.rr-i^^ 
• Ji :; fecond 
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fet6ndy fotfiwyi^V, which dgnifies a guide 
or leader, oA whofciwdcd ^we 'msty dc-f 
pond) he lilforforbid&|''bccapfo.tHer€ are 
nonc.,whoiet¥ford»Bneiiiffidemi:o direct 
Ghtiftian€ bm thcf:war<Jti.of hm whoi' 
is;ti|eir LQr4, :Qr fa;<;h a^Mrtefj^red h^ 
}^i^ .Spirit,.: zfiii ,infellilrfjP-. glided into* 
^ truttil The laft- hcSfrifiaieritly difr 
at)jirove^;JVfafh'3tH42^ri:^j&rt'»5^^ r^iifed& 
/j&fm; taito *:hm^) gnd Jkid mtt/^ tbem^ 2% 
in()Wilmt they, wbicb ore^iacfkAted tb^ra/e 
$ver the (S^niiles^ ■■ esteriff^ ^ht^ip <>vif, 
ibemypiii, their p^at;:ffmcili»^ci/e:(^^ 
tity Mpm tf>fM^i:,Mt-iiy/hall not te Jo, 
among.you.f but wl)ofpevci\^ll ,be^,great0 
among y^Uy .k^^'^^^yo^^rvaHf. The 
cor}clufipi^i}F]^Cj^j;ig{^ fromr 

€^.SaVi<^^'$Xcntimeiits on this fubjefl^ 
is, — ^That your titles o^ ^Lordy Fatber^ 
and Dodorj are as exprefsly forbidden . 
by <>Mri Saviour in/ai\y. Church thxu|is 
biB,;ra^. unbeSef or .fprjiicsitigkn j .an.i 
whole you hoW by tbelp. forbidden ho- 
nours, you, ^J^vc^no.fcriptural claim to^ 
- ! E 2 any 
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any memberihip in Us Church. My 
Lords, the riaaSsmvag is phun and £ur$ 
and Sidthoat you dosy the vrmds of Jefnt 
€hrift yo« cannot refWfe the avgumcniu 
Thefc are fpurioua tkks that yew Rc'* 
wrekceg. afiume. M you are Lor4g in 
Chriil^s Ch»r(^ pray, Im fo good at 
fliew hi:i autherifey for your 4oiiUmbn'4 
ii you are fv^Hcn^ AiBm o» ibfih chi}. 
dren yon have bq^ottcn ta a Itioely^hope 
by your doftrinev if you are MDdlei^ 
be fo kind ^ Uifvriti ns^m lAat pan of 
the New Teilament you imd a right til 
this honour. The demand is reafimable, 
my LordS) Md you ought to toUfip]^ 
with it for your own fis&tea. All meir 
have a right to queftlofl^ yoitr autStedly^ 
tin you fhew that it is^ cftl^l^don 4^ 
vine Revehtien* 

But perhaps our Salriour i^ealedthc 
inftitutaon of Hienbrchy to his apoftleg 
afterwards, when he fent die Holy 
Ghoft upon the day of Pentecoft.— 

Let 



Let lit then tttrn cfVrr the fiicred paget^ 
dtnd fee if we can light upon this Reve-^ 
kttion. The 6rft time ivc meet with any 
word which founds any thing fike Epif* 
copacy is in A^ I. ao. Hi Bijhoprick 
let another take. The Greek word 
'Evimevny fignified the office which Ju* 
das Ihftained among the Apoftles, an4 
from which he fell by his tranTgreflion, 
but has no rdation to the ]k)wer and 
jLttthotity of Lords Spiritu^al* Judas hai 
far too many fucceflbrs,-— more than all 
tl^ Apoftles put together, and I hope 
your LordQiips are not difpofed to put 
in your cl^m among the reft. The 
Word Bifhopricky in our language, fig* 
nifies the Diocefe of a Bilhop, and not 
the office ; but the Greek word here (ig^ 
nifies the office which Judas fuftaincd« 
\xrhich, during our Savioui^'s life, was 
to preach the Gol^l, lind Work mi«- 
rades. Our Savjour informs us, that 
(here was to be lio Lordlhips aitiohg \i\i 
diftiplesj this "tvkiam botlld notthcrt 
£ 5 confii^ 



fonfift ;pf; aoy ::power that Judag had 
ajbovc the reft q( the.ijLppftks";' for Our 
Lord did. not allow th;!^ -as -long .as he 
lived, arid after his death,. ,wc never 
find that eveir hjs Apoftlcs claimed any 
luch power* : . > ' • 

; But let i)s proceed to ASt$ iqc* zB^ 
Take h§ed 'iherefore to yourfelves^ and t^ 
the flo^k over which jbe Holy Gho/l have 
madeyouoverfeersj ^EmtrxoTsrH^^ to/eed tffe 
Church of, God which he hath purchafed 
with his ovi^n blood. For I know that after 
my departing Jhall grievous wolves enter 
in among you^ r^QtJp(iringtheJlo^li. There, 
my Lords, you have the .office of a 
Bifhop defcribed from a very beautiful 
comparifon : it is to feed the flock as a 
fhepherd does his Iheep. How is that ? 
He feeds them in his Mafler's paflures, 
according to his commandment. They 
^re his Matter's flock, which he watcher 
pver and feeds, in thofe paflures which 
^e Mftflcf pf th^ Ibecp hsith appointed, 

This 



SE RMO N.'II; yt 

.This is a laborious office, and hath no 
authority annexed' to it,? except that of 
feeding the^ flock where, the .'owner' hatU 
appointed, * Is there'any thinj^ like, your 
office in this ? Is there any Church 
power here? .any authority to ; make 
and impofe Articles, upon the Flock of 
Ghrifl ? Give . the Flock of ;Chrift their 
own food, which, the great Mafler hath 
appointed them; fufFer them to enjoy 
the incorruptible Word, which Uveth ^nd 
abideth for ev^r. Thofe Bifliops men- 
tioned in this Church of EphejTus were 
only Shepherds j , fo many Paflors to 
feed and watch over their refpective 
flocks. There is a wide diflercnce be- 
tween a Shepherd and a Lord. The 
ideas are quite oppofite. How, would 
Lord Shepherd found at Co^irt ? It is 
however jufl: as good and true a tide a^ 
my Lord Bifliop, and juft as plainly 
pointed out in this text. The New 
Teftament is very plain in this point j it 
needs no criticifm to find out its mean- 
8 ing. 
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ing# ^ CSirlfttan Bifliop is m Paftot; 
whofe office is to feed bis flock vith die 
word of Truth. You, my Lords^ fi^^ 
a ftrange fet of F^ddors, to feed thefloek 
comoiitted to your eare by fubftitutest 
^w are you f\iTp they will take eajre of 
them, f^nd feed them in your Mafter^s 
|)aftures« Hiere is not a farmer in Eng^ 
land would allow his ihepherds to ufe 
fuch freedom with his flocks as to cotti"' 
mit the care of them toofhers, that they 
themfelves may ffifle and live at cafe.— 
The Apoftle izvr your day afar offi an^ 
was fad. ■ He fpeaks of grievous 
wolves entering in, who would not fpare 
the flock. He certainly had an eye to 
thofe Clergy who devour rich livings, 
but feldom pr never pr<rach to their 
people. All that we have found is far 
from being any proof of an Hierarchy^ 

In the beginning of Paulas Epiftle to 
the Philippians he makes mention of 
^ilhops and Deacons. Pray, my Lord^, 

how 



1 
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how mtmy Dioccfian Biihops aiight there 
be in thifl City and its cnviKcms? Fort 
according to all accoimtSf tt tras not very 
large^ nor yet the Ghriffiani diere Tcry 
numerous. They snuft CCTtainly have 
had very fioeiaU Uvings in thofe times. 
Bat there is ime thing vrtiicb the friends 
of the Hierarchy often forget^ that die 
tirord Eccltjia in the Hew Teftament fig* 
tiifies an aflembly of Chriftians meeting 
in one plaqe^ having full authority to diA 
charge all religious dudes, and perforin 
all aOs of dUdj^e* There is fomc 
reafon to conclude that the Saints, Bi« 
fliops, and Deacons, vere but one finglo 
congregation ; this will put the friends 
of the Herarchy to prove, that there 
were more congregations at Philippi 
than one, otherwife it wiU render their 
Biihopricks very fmaU. It will be an 
hard talk to prove an aflembly in thif 
city except one ; and, till this is done^ 
there is ft^U wanting a New Teftament 
proof for aB Hierarchy* 

It 
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^ It is time^ now toLproccfcd to Timothy'! 
Hid Titus, ^ho are faid to have beetf 
Diocdian BfffcoiJsV'- They "appear cMily 
to have becri ' -K^ingclift^" fettt by the 
Apoftles to fet takg^ that Kvereiwanting 
in order, and feefti tb'Hayebieii akoge* 
tber under • the* ditoaK)n*of Paul, i All 
diat they were to* deliver Was what they 
hid rec^Ved' of him as an ihfpired 
Apoftle,' a«d- wheir they had done that,* 
their comittiflkj^n •'was executed* They 
ordained 'iBifhopioivd Deacons, and put 
thefe Churdies in. order ; but there is 
not one word in all theEpiftks to thefe 
two Brethren that -"implies any Jurifdic- 
tion they had over thofe Churches after 
they had fettled Chilrch 'Officers amongft 
them. They went away arid left them 
after they had ftilfilled their commifBon 
which the Apoftle gave them* We find 
them elfewhere travelling with Paul, and 
never hcar'a fihgle word of their re- 
turning to "their Diocefe's any more. 
Timothy was called to Romcv and Titus 
- to 
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to Dalmatia f ; but there is no account 
that ever they»vifited*Ephefu8 or Crete' 
any more. * It is indeed alleged that 
the continued to be Bilhops, and car- 
ried their jEpifcopal Purididn along" 
with them; but it would, appear that 
diey wer« never . fettled ftatcdly in any 
place more than the Apbftles. By look-, 
ing into Titus,i i. $^6^ 7. I find in the 
Apoftle's opinion, that ' an Elder • and'« 
Bifhop are. ail one. My Lords, let us 
read the paffage; it is a very plain one. 
For this caufe have I left thee atCrete^ 
that thou mayejl Jet in order the things 
that are wanting^ and ordain Elders in 
every city^ as I ha4 appointed thee* If any 
be blamelefsj the hufband of one wife^ hav^ 
ing faithful children^ not accufed of riot^ 
or unruly.'-^ — For a Bifhop mufl he blame^ 
lefsy as th^Jieward ofGtd^ nor felf willed^ 
not foon angry ^ not given to winej na 
Jhiker^ not given to filthy lucre. It ap- 

t 2 Tim, iv. 5, zo, ti» 

pearS) 
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petm exceedingly plain to all unlearned 
reader, tbat this Eldir and Bifr^p are. 
the very fame office, and the officers 
have the very fame qualifications affigned 
thenu Now there Elders or ffilhopi^ 
or whatfeever name they may receive, 
had no power either to ordain or do 
any thmg elfe without the eonfem or ap«* 
probation of the whdle Church. Even 
When the Apoftles were at their head, 
Aey never pretended to aft without the 
whole Church ; this fcntiment is fuffi-* 
ciently plain firom Acts xv. %t. Then ft 
pUaJed tbe Jpofiles and Elders^ tvith tie 
nuhote (jburcb^ to fend cbofen men cftbdr 
own company to Antkch with Barnabas 
and Said^ &c. It is not very likely, my 
Lords, that Paul would give a Power 
to Timothy and Htus to perform 
Efnfcopal Functions, which the whole 
CoHcge of Apoftles and Elders Woiild 
not take upem them when aflembled to- 
gether. As for. the power of ordina-* 
tion, which your Reverences .claim a 

folc 



fiDife right to, k is for ffoim bemg plain' 

^hat you have any more right than the 

pboreift Cttrafte in the kingdom ; for it^ 

U msnifeft that the Apoftfes never 

<^med it, as you do» Tliey ordained: 

l^dtrs in every Cburch ; but ^len ^le 

Orurch was prefent to |pve their fiinfiioQ: 

to the deed ? it might as well havebeov 

did, that they ordained Elders to every^ 

^Church^ if they had conceived diey bad 

a right to do it. Your Lordfliips caiH' 

not be offended when I refitfe you your 

pretended exdufive privilege of ordina- 

tiion^ when I ifeny that ever the Apoftfes 

had any fiidi authority. Tou are not 

certamly greater than the Apoftles of 

Jefus Chrifk The Apoftles and die 

Churches jointly might ordain Ehlers^ 

or die Apoftles and Elders with the 

CSmrches where diey refided, might 

Mtewife do it.; but it does not s^pear 

§tem die whole New Tefta|(ent» tha^ 

either a fingle Apoffie^ or alt qf .them 

soj^ther^ grd^ned any Elders ivithout 

the 
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the affiilanceandconfent qF the Churches 
where they were jordi^ned. The Doc^i 
tors, perji5ip&, were oat ;thkiking of this, 
negative upon the idol 'of their lEpifco.pal 
power; . The :Appftlej. Paul, though hfi* 
was called of; God to. preach the; GofpNfV 
to the. (j^qntiles, yet, received his ordina^ 
tion in the .Ch^irdi of :Andoch, without 
halving the affiftance of ;any of thgj 
Apoftjes. i^Eyen coram9n teachers wercj 
sallowed to:joii> in tliis ceremoi^*; .which, 
fhews that. it was no e^<^uljye4privilege, 
lodge^, in. the hands ^ of ^J^ifliops or 
Appftlq^. ..Some of your; Lordfhips* 
Chaplains, I know, caj> fay a gfeajt deal 
about ity ar}4 about it, on t^i^ paflage ; feut 
plain honeft men will eafily ger.ij eive thaj^ 
the HoIy^Gholl has always paid fuch a* 
regard to the Churches^j, tl^at, after they^ 
werp : once . organized, he h^s : ney^ 
peijpiUtte^ any officers -f o prQ?j;e4 .with* 
out ,tnq^r JK^rpbatiQi:^! ^h^X[ tranfaftio^y 
were pe^wpied wit^ft their, bounds* *. ^ 

As 
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As I have before proved from the Old 
Tcftamcnt, that your Hierarchy has no 
foundation there, fo I apprehend that I 
have fhewed there is as little foundation 
for it in the New Teftament, I (hall 
therefore conclude this difcourfe. 
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HiTTHEWi Ch, xxiiu yet. 4* 

For they* bind heavy burdens and grievous 
to be borne ^ and lay them on men*sJhoul^ 
ders ; but they themfelves will not move 
them with one of their fingers^ 

TPE t^urdens which 'the Church 
lays upon us are like the taxes laid 
bubytbe Government,— they are feldom, 
tcmoycd; and what is worfe, there is 
tio njiercy to be expefted if we will not 
bear them patiefttly. Jhoje who deal 
in religious mattersj and do not partake 
of the influence, of -the Gofpel, are ge^* 
ticrally more deftitute of compaffion than 
F rakes 
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rakes and profligates. I have fcen a 
poor wretch make an impreflion on a 
diflblute fellow, who could not pick a 
farthing from a \try wealthy Gentleman 
in Black. The rcafon why perfons of 
this laft character are fo backward in 
. feeling for their fellow-creatures ap- 
pears to me to be this ; they accuftom 
themfelves fo frequently to fpeak what 
they do not believe, and are employed 
in what they have no aflfection for, that 
they render their minds infenfible to all 
things where their intereft is not con- 
cerned. 

I have, in the preceding difcourfe^ 
demonftrated, that our High Priefts are 
true copies of the Jewilh Pharifees, and . 
that there is no foundation for the Hie- 
rarchy, either under the ancient Theo- 
cracy, or under the Gofpel. I fliall next 
endeavour to fhew, that every kind of 
earthly fupremacy in the Church is a 
burden grievous to be borne. 

I. This 
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1, This will appear, a prior e^ by rta- 
foning from the caufc to the effect. If 
we confider the caufe of this evil, it is 
the wicked one, who never meant well 
to the human race. Our Saviour af- 
firmed this of the Pharifees :— TJ? are of 
your father the devil^ and the works cf 
your father ye will do. By bringing over 
our firft Parents to notions of Hie- 
rarchy, he fixed a burden upon them 
and their pofterity, which is yet to be 
felt. ■ I t was wicked fpite in the. Devil 
to envy our firft Parents the happinefs 
they enjoyed under the dominion of 
their Maker ; his yoke is never grie- 
vous ; obedience to his laws is the highefi 
liberty. Satan feems to have perceived 
this, and made his attack in fuch a man- 
ner, that if he fucceeded in his ftrata* 
gem, he was fure to inflave the human 
race. He put a earthly Hierarchy into 
their head, and perfuaded them, that if 
they would obey his injunctions, they 
ihould be a$ Gods, knowing Good and 
F % Evil. 
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Evi/. Our foolifh firft Patents believed 
this Father if Liei^ and fwallowed the 
bait Which he oflfbrcd them. It is 8 
^^leafmg idea to be at the hend of affaif si 
Fbw are abfe to refift a temptation $ which, 
in all refpects^ flatters their pride,-^and 
to be as Gods ioOj wis exceedingly pleaf- 
ing# By this dtfire of fuprcmacy, poor 
fooiifli man became a dupe to the arti^ 
fice of an enemy^ froih whom no gt)od 
could be expcfled. This new Hie- 
rarchy has entailed a burden of goift 
upon the world, and rendered mankind 
abfolute ilaves. It ii amazing bow the 
fame fnare citch'cs all the children of 
Adam ) for almbft all men loVe to be 
firft in direding matters, which concern 
both themfelves and others. The fem« 
principle Which made xD*r old Father fcek 
to be as God, determined his offspring 
to feek to be Mlbnarehs and B\Jhops. it 
was efpeciaUy a fpiritusd dominion which 
the deceiver perfuadfcd mCm t6 affed ;-^ 
to know Good and £vil tdbngs to tht 

Mindt 
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Mind.-r — fGod i$ the Supreme Judge in 
this matter ; and to fcdt to' attwi it in 
any other way than the channel of his 
jdeafure, ie no lefs a crime than high 
treafon againft the Almighty. The De- 
vil is the author of this treafon ; for he 
4ibode not in the Truth, but firft rebelled 
SLgainfl: Heaven himfeif, and then (e- 
duced man into the f;^me error. If any 
credit can be given to Milton, who 
feems to have been particularly ac- 
quainted with the hiftory of Satan, it 
was the defire of dominion which in- 
clined him to rebel. He defired to he 
Archbifhop in Heaven, and all the re- 
ligious Hierarchies have proceeded upon 
his principles. Milton lays, that he en» 
Tied the pre-eminence of the Meffiah, 
-whom be found that Jehovah was to 
exalt above all principalities and powers ; 
he therefore wanted to fupplant him, or 
at leaft to #iare with him in dominion* 
My Lords, you cannot affign a better rca* 
ion for Diocefan Epifcopacy 4:han this, 
F 3 wjaich 
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which Milton has fuggefted. I am al- 
moft forry to purfue this fubjeft, for fear 
I fhall argue downwards, till I come to 
the Bifhops. The top of the fabric of 
Hierarchy over men's fouls was Lucifer ; 
from him it defcended to om Jirft Pen 
rents, from them to their fon Cain ; Nim^ 
rod is faid to have affumed it, and fet up 
the worihip of fire, and to have irapofed 
the articles of his Creed on all who were 
under his jurifdidion on pain of burn-^ 
ing. It came down to Nebuchadnez- 
jear, who fet up an idol in the plains of 
Dura, and obliged all to worfliip it, on 
pain of death .—^ — The Jews feem to 
have learned this principle at Baby- 
lon, and brought it hoipe with them 
to their own land; then it fell into 
the hands of the High Priefts, Scribes, 
and Pharifees. Diotrephes catched it 
in the days of the Apoftles ; from him 
it was carried to Afia and Africa ; it pro- 
ceeded weft ward, and fettled for a long 
time at Rofl[i<:, But it came to England* 

• where 
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^here it yet remains in the office and 
temper of your Lordfhips, who bind 
heavy burdens upon men's (houlders. 
Grievous is the caufe of all Hierarchies 
in matters of Religion, and hard to be 
borne. Who would not think it hard to 
be under the jurifdidion of the Prince of 
the power of the air, the fpirit that rules 
in the hearts of the children of difobedience ? 
This is a grievous burden, my Lords, 
that men muft be obliged to fubmit to 
a power which has done fo much injury 
to mankind. Compare the caufe and the 
eflfect, and you will find them as like 
one another as children can poffibly be 
like their father. All Hierarchies in 
the Church inflave the Confciences of 
men, who are fuch fools to fubmit to 
them, Satan could not cftablifli his Hie- ^. 

rarchy among the human race till he 
made them flaves, and corrupted their 
feelings for Liberty. He became firft 
Lord of their Faith, and then became 
Matter of their Paffions. The Devil was 
F 4 th9 
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the firft created Being tlat imppfed Ar^. 
tides of Belief upon men j he perfuadcd 
them that the Almighty's Articles of 
Faith which he impofed were not truCi^ 
and foifted in his own faMehood ia place 
of them ; he did it by a fort of comment, 
as your Lordfhips compofe Articles, 
God knows^ fjiys the Devil, ye Jhall not 
fur ell die ; but ye Jh^ll be as Gods^ know^ 
ing Good and Evil. This is fomething- 
like your Thirty-nine Articles ; it may 
be undcrftood more ways than one j it 
.■:has a double meaning. There is na 
doubt but God knew all things concern ^ 
ing Ufe or death j but the DevH did not 
explain his terms, but played the fophift. 
In a word, he wanted his Articles to pafs, 
and did not hefitatc to play a trick to 
have them receive^. If once he could 
obtain credit to his doctripc, he knew 
his main point wajs gained ; it would be 
cafy to inflaye men if once he had pof-* 
fcflion of the heart. If is with the heart 
men bfUev?\ The ineaning of all human 

Articles 
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^Utides are the fame ( tibe intention of 
them is to hvin^ men oyer to tht domi* 
icuom of the impofers, that they may be 
th^r Mafters in thingiB reli^ous. lliofc 
who gain their point in this particular 
perform but a deviliih trick when they 
have done. It is only doing What Satan 
has done before them, forming a fehemt^ 
to fupport an Hierarchy. TTie Devil's 
fyftem of Articles was not all lies either; 
there was far too much truth in his Doc^ 
trine. He faid that our firft Parents 
ihould know Good and Evil if they tailed 
the forbidden fruit; — and fo they did 
mth ia vengeance: they knew thcmr 
iclves ruined by loiing the favour of 
their Makers— *— It was not becaufe Sa* 
tan's Articles were all falfe that they de* 
fcrved to have been rejected, but be- 
caufe they were fubftituted in the room 
€)f the word of God, in the fame manner 
that Bifhops impofe human Articles, 
(Such a man as Bifliop Burnet, who ha4 
4 gift of C3(plaining Articles^ might fin4 
.3 a fenfe 
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a fcnfc in which the words of Satan 
might be taken, that any good Church- 
man might fubfcribe them. I can aflure 
you. My Lords, that there are a number 
of as lying-like things in the Thirty-nine 
Articles, which his Grace has made a 
ihift to make look tolerably decent. But 
all this is fenfual and devilifh, acting the 
part of Satan, who perfuaded man that 
God's word was not fufScient, but needed 
fome additaments. There is not the 
fmalleft difference between the practice 
of that old Ufurpcr and that of your 
Lordfliips, if you confider matters im- 
partially. It was for the fake of having 
dominion over men's Confciences that 
Lucifer impofcd his Creed ; and for the 
fame reafon you impofe your Articles* 
Be not offended at the comparifon. The 
author of Hierarchy is of a high extract ; 
he was once a principality and power in 
.Heaven, though, for ufurping the place 
of God, he is now a fallen Spirit, and 
referved in chains ofdarkmfs till thijudg^ 

pient 
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ment of the great day. There is the end 
of ufurping unjuft dominion, my Lords ; 
fuch as the caufe is, fo will'the eflfect bc# 

But if we fhall argue a fo/ierioriy from 
the efFeds to the caufe, the Hierarchy 
will appear a burden grievous to he 
borne. As from the fmalleft pile of grafs 
we may reafon up to the Deity j fo from 
the loweft branch of an earthly Hierar- 
chy in Religion, we are led to the DeviU 
This is perhaps not delicate enough for 
the ears of your Lordfhips ; but it is 
plain, and what is more, it is too true. 
Let us try if we can make this out. 
Have therefore a little patience, and 
you (hall fee how foon a perfon who 
comes into the hands of the Church 
comes to his neplus ultra. For example, 
he begins with a Parifti Clerk, Priefts^ 
or Churchwardens, and refufes to pay 
for bread he never tafted, and wine he 
never drank ; what is the confequenee ? 
He is next put into the hands of the 

Apparitor, 
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Appantor, from thence into the Prpdora 
k) the Spiritual Court ; he is judged by 
the Chancellor, without a Jury of hU 
Peers, at laft ekcommunicated and de- 
livered to the Devil 5 fo that ij 1$ mani- 
feft that there is but one ftep l;)etwecn 
your Lord&ips and Satan. Thi& is ^ 
ihort way of landing in the hands of tji^ 
tormentor. Whatever part of the Hicr 
rarchy we begin at, our Uft ftage is at 
the Devil ; unlefs we fubmit in all thiug^ 
to our ghoAIy guides.-^-^-lliis is a bur- 
den grievous to be bornjc ; .whether w< 
move upwards or 4own«^^rd^» we are 
opprefled, and troubles await us every- 
where, while we are under the donuniooi 
of High Priefts. It is a fearful thing ta 
fall into their hands, Chamberlayne 
tells us, *^ That if a man refufes to 
** anfwer, or otherwife to fatisfy the 
*' Court, he is excommunicated or ex-^ 
^ eluded from the Church ; or if not 
" from the Churdh, yet from the comr 
^ mwioA of the Lord's Supper f i$ dif. 

abled 
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^ Mkd to be Plaintiff in a fuit at hw^ 
<< 6*^/' If a man does net fatisfy the 
Courts vhicll ycur LortUhipi kndw is 
not cafdy done, he is prefendy depriTcd 
of a right to Uve ( and if he happens to 
die xmdtt the fenteAce of the Clerical 
Court, he is denied a Chriftian Buried^ 
and left in the hands of the De?iL Lmi 
Iktvi menj cm us ! What a Inurden is this, 
and gtkvoais to be bome ? The honeftcft 
inah in the world may land in Hell after 
this faflnon^ provided your fentcncef 
9iWA rsHfitd. 

I haveflxewed^ by reafoning from the 
cauie to th^ effed, and from the effect; 
to the <:aufe^ that a temporal EQerarchy 
in Spiritual Things is a burden grievoua 
to be borne. 

I 'ihill now eonckide with fome imi 
•rcrtetnent dF the fubjca. ' ^ 

. It wiU af4)ear miaiufdil, from what hat 

iKenrfiu4»^thtt yout Lordflu{is imght to b« 

V fervants 
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fervants in the Church, and not Lordf 
over God's heritage : that you ought to 
lay afide the Articles, thofe badges of 
Popery, and all the fopperies of that 
Antichriftian Kerarchy, which you ftill 
retain. When you know that many of 
your Clergy want to be cafed of thofe 
burdens, you ought to grant them re- 
lief. You are holding a power which is 
not founded in right, and which, at 
beft, is tyranny, and difgraceful to hu- 
man nature. There can be no real glory 
in ftiackling the Confcienjces of your 
fellow men and brethren. It is the glory 
of the faints of the other world to caft 
down their Crowns before the Throne 
of the Lamb. Throw away your IVCtrcs, 
xny Lords, and become plam IVCniftcrs ; 
your livings will be then better beftowcd 
upon you, and you yourfelves will be 
more ufeful. It is not long before they 
fliall drop from your brows, and yoiUP^ 
Honour ihall be l^d in the duft. Toa 
now claim Honours like Gods^ but ye 

JhaU 



SERMON ffl. 95 

Jballdie like meriy and fall like me of the 
people. Suffer the word of exhortation^^ 
and liften to it.— There is more truth 
in what has been iaid than you are aware 

of. Allow your Confciences to fpeak^ 

and liften to their admonitions. The 
King of Kings comes to reward every 
one according to their works. It will 
be a folemn day, my Lords j — ^you never 

law the like of it at Court. ^Before 

his face the Heavens and Earth fhall flee 
away j he fliall fit on the Throne of hig 
Glory, and before him fliall be gathered 
all nations ; Kings and Bifliops fliall be 
Acre : your jujhim & tenacem propqfiti 
virunij which hath endured the civium 
ardorempravaJubentium.-^'-^Your obfli- 
nacy in refufing the jufl: demands of 
your brethren will not fupport you when 
the heavens are on fire. . I think I hear 
you fey. 

Si fraSus illabatur orbisj,^ 
hnpavidos ferient rmna. 



It vriU not dO) my Lords* You never 
iiiw mf thkig Kke this (bldiiinity. Tbe 
Ap(A\t John fays, ^he B^eks Jhall hi 
qfened^^^^-^the Books of your Spiritual 
Courts^ llic Books of Coofciencc, 
and the Books of Dirine Revelation ••>-« 

Mot a fecret feiall be hidden* To«i 

ftare ! but yon fliall find it true*— 
What iias kxng been hid ihall be niade 
mant&ft, clear as a fun beam * ' - ^ Y ou 
hzVG bad your good things in this tife*— «^ 
Jt vnmhi hardly be reafonable to ghre 
any inorc^^Kemcmbcr the rich man, 
my Lords.--*-— Ah 1 he had his good 
tUiigs, as you have now in this life, and 
Utile thought of another world }«*-^^ 
ie Jied^ and fi Ttmjl ym : after dca)di 
tfaerc is a judgement.— *~-This^ your 
Loodfhips will peilhaps &ink too grave 
difcourie for men in high life^^^who 
are accuftomed to courtly phrafeolo^* 
There is nothing mean in this, my 
Lords,— it is even worthy of a ©fliop's 

confid^ration ^ 
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confideration ; and whether you think 
to or not, you will find it true. 

Wfe may fee,^froih what has beenfaid, 
that there is nota Clergyman in Gteat 
Britain can vindicate your Hierafrchy 
without perverting the Scriptures, AD 
your Advocates (hew evident marks of 
diftrefs, when- they attempt to plead 
your caufe.—-— Their arguments . arc 
forced and unnatural, and carry no evi- 
dence along with them ; they may con- 
fufe weak minds, but will have fmaU in- 
fluence upon men of underftanding. . All 
their criticifm on Greek words^ and their 
quotations from the Fathers, ftiew how 
they are pinched to make out their ar- 
guments* They wpuFd do better to fol- 
low nature^ and fpeak plainly. ^Your 

Caufe is tolerably well underftood at this 
day ; few- befieve in their Confciences 
chat the Hierarchy is a divine inftitur 
tion: — but it has, my Lords, what is 
more engaging to flefli and blood to fu- 
G ^ port 
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port itr^large yearly incomes^ ind ifts of 
Parliament. Thcfc will fervc for a feafotfi 
to fupport you againft all rational convic* 
tlon, and you will take aU the reft to a 
longer day« My Lords^ I do not envy 
you your good things ; but it is hard yoU 
fliould glory in holding inen under your 
la(h. — ^Let us have a toleration to fenrc 
Crod according to the didates of our 
own ConfcienceSy iidthout moleftation^ 
smd we fhall aik no more»-~Tou mighty 
my Lords, fuffer the Bill for the Relief 
of DifTenters to pais without oppofitiociy 
for it can do you no good to oppofe it ^ 
^— but whether you do or not, it will 
give them fmall concern, provided you 
!ct them alone.^— Before we part, my 
Lords, let u» pray:— May all Church 
Hierarchy foon be bud m the duft, and 
aU human Articies demoltfhed /^^-^may 
we have the word of God for the fob 
Articles of our Faith, and honeft Teach^ 
ers to put us in mind of our duty j-^may 
our Faith be free^ and our Love un-^ 
a feigned 
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feigned ;— may we ferve the one Lord, 
and obey him from the heart; — may 
your Lordfhips obtain repentance and 
rcmiflion of fins, and may we all rejoice 
in one another's happinefs. Amen. 
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I Timothy, Ch. iii. vcr. a; 

^ Bijhop mujl he blamelefs ;^^-^apt to 
Uacb S'-'^not given to filthy lucre ;^^noi 
. covetous^ &c* 

MY Lords, thefe are qualijfications 
rarely to be found among Bi- 
shops.— —It is an.high jcharailicr to be 
blamelefs, and is feldom to be found 
upon the Sacerdotjil Bench. Your Lord* 
Ihips will, before we proceed, pleafe to 
qonfider the Scripture idea of a Bifliop ; 
pind I muft direft your attention to the 
ppiuiQn pf one who knew well Ac mean-f 
G) ing 
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ing of the word i?/^^/.—— Titus, by 
your Church, is faid to have been or- 
dained tbe^firji Bijhop of the Cretiam j arid 
Paul fays to him, For this cayfe h^ve J 
left thee at Crete j that thou Jhouldeji fet 
in order thsr things that are ipantmg^ and 
ordain Elders in every Churchy as I hUd 
appointed thee. If any man be blamelefsj--^ 
for a Bijhop mu/i be blamelefs as the Stem^^ 
ard if God. ' The Apoftle Piaul affirms, 
|hat ^ Bjfhop and an Elder are the lan^c 
office. There is not one word of a Bi^ 
Jhoprick or a Diocefe here. At this time 
Clerical Jurifdiftion, and large Tenipo- 
Talitics were unknown in the Chriftian 
Church. '• 3ut to proceed to cof^fi^ 
the fehtiments inhxcYk are m^nifeftly c6xi^ 
tained in the text, atid its connedioii, 
it ihuft t)e' obfcrvfd, in the firft placit^ 
that a Bllhop, who 13 blamelefs, muft 
have the characters recommended by 
the Apoftle. He imji he the hujband glT 
'cne wifey which intimates that youngj 
yaih^ligfit men are not fit tp be Eldcj*, 
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«r Bifliops in a New Teftament Church, 
and that they ought to be perfons who 
neither live in Polygamy, nor devote 
themfelvcs to Celibacy, contrary to na* 
lure. It is not to be fuppofed, my 
Lords, that men who live as you, in 
luxury and voluptuoufnels, can remain 
chafte, without the ufe of that appoint- 
ment which the Lord of the Church has 
inflituted to keep her members holy« 
33efore a man is preferred to fo many 
dioufands of yearly income, [it is but 
reafonable he Ihould do fome fervice ta 
the State, and maintain a family like 
other ChriftianSt The Apoftle recom- 
mends a wife to every Bifhop 5 and it 
appears to be a talk that will greatly 
pinch the Critics' to prove that any man 
has a right to the office of a Bifhop while * 
he remains unmarried. The words of 
the Apoftle are both explicit and cx-^ 
{^refs. A Bifhop mu/i be the hufband of 
one wife. It is a fair inference from the 
text, thatfucb Bifhops a^^re unmarried 
G 4 arc 
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^fc not blamelefs. It is mzAifefHf ct^ni 
trary to the cxprqfs words of tfec Apoftte^ 
to prcfcf men to oflSqes^ in.tji^ Church, 
who tehave cxprefsly contrary to the, 
exprcfs letter of the Sfripturet, 

There is one pofitivcidea cipreffed ia. 
the context, and that is,* dwit- a ^iftoji 
muft work. Heimuft not remain idle ia 
the Church, npr dqyowr livings without 
difch^rging the dmies;; which belojng to: 
the enjoyment :ther^of. The ApoftJ^ 
j^ew of no finecures in his day ; aU.- 
thofe Bifliops whom* he authorifcd: yvevfi- 
working Biftiops, qien wJ>o applied therti-, 
fjclves to the work of the Miniftry, ancj 
were obliged to, be diligent in ferving. 

the. Church* .,...•.••..• 

"* I 

. .".' ' • > I.'/ 'J.'ii 1. . ,' I ". i 

My.. Lordsj you^ canp^t, proye thaf. 
any :New • Tcftjtm^nt .pj/hops hirc4; 
Curates; or Chaplains to ;petfftrm ths; 
drudgery . work . of the ; Church, . an4> 
remained idle themfelves^ The writing.^ 

'■ ••■ '9/ 
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djF the Apoftks fuggcft not the leaft hint 
concerning a fubftitute; tljofe 'Eldcr$ 
|>erformed their work va' propria f€rf6na\ 
and did not like you ferve the Lotd by 
. proxy. -The; idea of fubftitutes in reli- 
gious exercifcs is merely a creature of 
Civil Government,; and "belongs: to the 
fdngdoms of this world. You cannot 
find it in all the New.Tcftantent. Yoii 
therefore ought in confcience. - to re- 
nounce it, feeing you have np authority 
for it in all the Scriptures; •/ ; 

The Apoflle Paul was a Blfliop, but 
he wrought hard and lived meanly ; hi$ 
houfe was hired, and the Churches fupr 
ported him by their private bounties,— 
And, my Lords, he fometimes wrought, 
with his hands, that he might not be burr 
"denfome. Wherever the Apoftles went, 
they always preached the Gofpel, and 
inffrufted the Churches as MInifters of 

Jefus Ghrift. 1 wifli I could fay as 

much for your Lordfhips. You would 
(hink yourfelves difgraced to preach to 

a poor 
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% poor Coimtry audiGnce.mp»«But to fay 
^c tnitb» y^u fddom preach at all, cx^ 
Cept before the Court, or His Majcfty, 
|la4 M fcldom in th^t way as poffible. 
you practice 91 if the Apoftle hs^d faid, 
He that defires the office of a Biihop 
^efirei a good benefice ; for it appears 
to be the fole object of your attention. 
Your aeal for tythes demonftrates this 
fiict ; were your zeal for the fucccfs of 
lleligion as cbnfpicuous, perhaps the 
publick would' think the expcncc better 
bellowed j but feeing you do not work, 
the generality of the nation think you 
ought to eat lefs. — ^And now, that wc 
have come to this point, it may not be 
"befide the purpofe to fettle the fubject of 
Tythes before we proceed to confidcr 
"the other characters of a Chriftian Bi^ 
ihop, and fee I\ow far you ar? to blame 
in this particular. This fubject is a ten- 
.der one, ap4 fonie will think that it 
Ihpuld be toughed gently j but, my 
Xqrds, w? m,uit juft take it aiit is^ and 

difcuft 
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jiifpurs it the Ijiefl: way we ^n. Yp^^ 
hold your rigUt to Tythes either Jure dh 
vino or Jure bumariQ* If you hol4 theair 
\>y the firfl: ienor^ tjiis right mwil bp 
fome wherp toie found in the N^w Tefr. 
tament J for what i$ fajd con^seri^ing^, 
them under the law, refers to a fyftem 
which |s long ago abolifliedi ; Yo^ pre-» 
tend ta be the fuceisflprs of the Apoftle^^' 
and not of • the Jewifh Priefthpod,^ ani 
pught thtirefoi-e to behave like your Vxfyi 
decpfforsj Let us fee what were their, 
plaints concerning Tythes. They happen 
to put in no claim at all, and for, a gQQ4 
reafdnj becaufe the law coneer^iing 
Tythes was changed by the coining of the 
true High Prieft. Hear wh&t the Appftlc 
fays upon this fubject, Hebt YiU 12^. Fqr 
ihe friefthood being changed j there is riiade of 
necejftty a change alfo of the Umvx for he qf^ 
whom thefejhirigs arefpokenfertainethto an^ 
other tribe ^ of which no man gave (Attendance 
at the altxir. Alas, my Lords ! here are 
iTy tbeif. Altars y'diXi^PrieJis^ dcmolilhed at 

once^ 
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MCCt Thfe Apoftle even defies y^utopitnre 
your owni exiftencc as Prietts under the 
6ofpel. This IS a moil mercilefs argn- 
ifitent in favour of Tythes. . Tlic law con-^ 
ceming them is changed^ aiid has no 
iDDger any force upon Chriftians. 

• But peihaps it may be faid, the Apoftlei 
lived under a* government which ^as not, 
<thri{lian, where there was no connection 
between the Church and the State, and 
ttould not put in their claim for Tythes, 
fiwr want of an alliance with the Civil 
Powers. But how could they have put 
m fuch a claim when the law was chan^ 
ged? This would have been to claim 
what they had no right to; for the right 
depended upon a Divine Law, which is 
Abw changed by an act of the Legits 
Iktor who gave it at firft. But had 
Tythes been of Divine rights it is not 
feafonable to fuppofe but Divine Provi- 
dence would have allowed the firft belicv-. 
ers a (hare thereof, as well as thofe who 

now 
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pretend to be their fucCelTors^ aad 
faa^e cxhllutcd a pattera for future ages 
to pracdfeby* For althoughthe Apofiles 
sugiit viot hxn It in their power to ckdai 
Tytbes fratti Ac Roman powers, yet had 
TPydicj been of Divine right, they would 
fxitainly bare chimed them from Qmr 
iHans, ooratieaft le£t (bme hints that they 
vjiax: to be paid in ibme &tnre perbd^ 
But they iky nothing concerning tibcfo, 
esccept thst the iaw which related to tikCtfL 
inc&s laid aiide and changed* But fee- 
iii(g &hey are not of Divine right, let us 
foe bow far they nmy be law£ul yur£ inh 
i?)autu iam £orry^ my Lords, that in the 
very beghuiing of this argument, yOa 
are obliged to let the laws of your Church 
aod the laws of the New Tcflament ia 
dired oppofition to one another ; for if 
Tythes are contrary to divine laws, qq 
human ai^horky can make themlawfut 
llie A^ftic lays, the law is changed .by 
i&e coixusg of Ghriil ; and you have in^* 
wanted a ^uccedaneum to fupply its plac^ 

U 
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Is not this fuBftituting a human invention 
in the Church, in the place of ain abo- 
liflicd ftatutCj contrary to the meaning 
of the Legiflator. But fuppofe you hold 
your right to Tyfhfes by the laws of the 
land, laws that were formed feveral cen-» 
turies ago, then it is ciadent that thofe 
laws could fecure nothing to you except 
Ti'hat was then taken into the idea of 
Tythes. The various improvements in 
agriculture were not underflood by the 
ancient laws concerning Tythes. There 
lire many things which you claim the 
Tythe of, which were not then known^ 
and could be no objefl: of thofe laws ; 
therefore your claim is unjuft, becaufc 
it is founded upon no law. There ard 
many exotics which would never have 
grown in Britifli foil, if the iftduftry of 
ingenious men had not brought them 
^om foreign parts^ and cultivated them 
it a great cxpence. Thofe wilds which 
Gentlemen and Farmers have cultivated, 
%ouW never have brought any Tythes 

to 
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to the Churchy had not tfie ftibftanc* 

of thofe induftrious pefrfons been ex* 

pended to cultivate and manure them $ 

and i$ it vreafonable that men who have 

not expended one farthing in the im*^ 

provement^ fhould reap the fruits of 

other men's fubftanee and induftry ? It 

certainly could never be the meaning of 

a rational law to hinder the progrefs of 

improvement of lands by agriculture^ 

which the laws concerning Tythes muft 

do, as they are at prefent applied ; for 

what man will ever fpcnd his fubftance 

in improving wafle grounds, when he 

knows that others, of whom he is by no 

means advantaged, will come in for a 

ftare of the profits, and demand a divi-^ 

dend of all he hath gained by much 

toil, induftry, and expence ? It is more 

than the Clergy have any right to, froA 

any advantage they are to the publicity 

or fervice to the government; for it 

is manifeft that the fubjefts arc as vnfb. 

and as loyal where they arc taught by 

TeiKhers 
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Teachers which are fupported by theif 
own bounty, as thofc who arc mftructed 
I>y the Tythe Gentry. My Lords, it i» 
fliameful for men who profcfs to direct 
others in the ways of truth and rightc- 
cufnefs, to give fuch examples of oppref- 
fion and injuflice. Your Tythes were 
cftabUfhed in times of Popery, and arc. 
mere fragments of Popifh tyranny and 
fuperftition. It is time to give them up^ 
and accept of a modus which may be 
competent to fupport you Uke other 
Chriftians* If you carry this point too 
far, the time may come when a root and 
branch Ia\v may fhake the pillars of 
your Hierarchy, and lay your-Mitres in 
the dull. When once the lay part of 
the nation ferioufly confider this point, 
they will find means to have themfelves 
inftrufted in religion at a lefs expence, 
and enjoy the fruits, of their poffeffions 
without having them decimated by the 
the Clergy. 

g Wlaen 
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When I confider the doftrinc of 
Tythes as claimed by the laws of tkc 
land, it fuggeils to me an expedient to 
remove them. They are not eflcntial 
to the Englifli conftitution, and may be 
removed without the fmalleft infringe* 
ment of Magna Charta. There have 
been many laws made of late years, which 
have had more the appearance of en- 
croachments upon the conftitution of 
England than one for altering Tythes* 
May not the Lcgiflature interpofe, and 
give us new Tythe Laws, more advan- 
tageous for the welfare of the Aation ? 
Your Lordfhips will fay. Stop there; 
confider how you will carry fuch a law 
through the houfe of Peers. True, my 
Lords, it is a diificult point, and will re- 
quire fome time: the nation muft be 
made ripe for it ; but when that time 
comes, twenty^fix votes will not prevent 
it. You have no remedy except one to 
prevent a Bill for a new Tythe Law, and 
that is to encourage a general difTipation 
H of 
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of the age, and promote ignorance ; 
which^ for the moft part, you do* Bi* 
in ^11 this are you biamelefs ? db ybW 
anfwcr the charafter of Chriftian K- 
Ihops, and pay proper attention to wh^ 
the Spirit fays to the Churches? You 
pretend to be Spiritual men,' and affume 
very fplendid and high titles. Lords 
Spiritual is a magnificent charafter ; It 
founds high, and is vaftly flattering ;— ' 
but when you are not poflcffed of the 
Apoftolical Qualifications of a Bifhop, 
all men of underftanding muft defpifc. 
you. Were it not that I know how hard 
it is to commend truth to the con- 
fciences of men of your charaftcr, I 
would addrefs your confciences, and 
commend the truth to you in the fight 
of God : I would fay that you are mi- 
ferablc finners, who make void the word 
of God through your traditions; — who* 
impofe your own inventions, inftead of 
the appointments of Chiift, and his? 
Apoftles J— who love to be called of men 

Rabbiy 
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the Mfarkefs J — ^wha eat the fat, and dd^ 
-V0W thft t^eak of th^ flock of Jcfiib 
'iCSrlft ;— who delight itt' tlie ftonburs df 
ncfee kingdoms of this worlds and dc^tfe 
tfie true glory of Ghriftiatt Bifliops:;-^ 
vAx} bind heavy burdens^ and grievous 
to be borne, and lay them on mcn^s 
^fiioutders, and win not touch them wit& 
one of your fingersi For all'thefe things 
you fhall receive the greater condemna*- 
tion» Condemnation^ my LordS) is a 
hard word, and what you are but feldom 
•accuftomed to hear; but your hearts^ 
in your grave moments, muft condemn 
you ;— and God is greater than your 
hearts, and will alfo condemn you. I 
i^rifti yo\» would confiddr how empty ard 
your honours:! haw dangerous; yfeur pre^ 
feht fittatioh L ' Remember that a- Kfhop 
%uft ht bknaelefs '2 ye arc far from 
WWering< thbt pqre: charafitfer*^ . Your 
"t^ry^ offise^ a^ Bloce&u Bilhops^. is; un<< 
H ^ fcriptural 
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fcriptural, and impure ; your titlefli, as 
Lords Spiritual^ are finful ; they arc 
heathenifh fignatures of honour, unwor- 
thy of Chriftians ; for our Saviour hag 
declared, They Jhall not be among bis dif^ 
ciples *. It.is a dreadful thought, an't 
plcafeyour Reverences! for it plainly 
implies that you are none of hisdifciples* 
No Lordfhip or dominion can ever pre- 
vail among them, without giving our 
Saviour the lie, who hath (aid exprefely, 
h Jhall not befo among you. You fee the 
alternative, my Lords ; you muft cither 
give up your honours, and become Chri- 
ftians, or rank with Heathens, and re- 
main unbelievers. All who believe the 
doftrines of the New Teftament muft 
confider you as Heathens, while you af- 
fume Lordjhipy fit in Parliament, and 
receive honours of men, imd one an- 
other. You fmile ! but the fubjed U 
grave :— there is a period to come will 
fpoil your mirth, and fuggcft grave fca- ^ 

*MatUusx«t4« 

timent^ 
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timents to your mind$. The King of 
Kings will come tP bring all men to an 
piccountj and thofc who fhould hav<K 
been Stewards of God muft then fettle ' 
all their rec]s:onings. It is an awful 
thought, and therefore I fhaU'copdwtie 
t]m 4ifcQ^rfc. 
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I Timothy, Ch. iii. ver. 2, 3. 

J Bijhop mujl be blamelefsy-'^mn to 
• bofpitality^-^apt to teach i-^not greedy^ 
ofjiltby lucre ;^^ot covetous* 

BLAMELESS ! It would be a liap* 
py thing for Bifliops, as well as for 
tlie nation, if they only but half fulfilled 
this charafl:eri It was bbferved, that it 
belongs to the office of a Bifhop to work ; 
thofe who bear this office are not to be 
idle, otherwife they are to blame* Let 
us inquire into the work and employ-? 
ment of a Chriftlan Elder, or Bifhop, 
H 4 an4 
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and fee, my Lords, how far you arc 

blamelcfs, or guilty.- And as I mean 

tp keep ftriaiy to the Scriptures, I hope 
your Lordfhips will give ferious attentioUf 

!• A Bifhop muft p^reach the word'*; 
the word of Revelation is to be the fub- 
ftance of their preaching. Bifhops muft 
publilh to the Churches what has been 
before taught by Mofes, the ProphctSj^ 
our Saviour, and his Apoftles ; they are 
not left to pvirfue their own devices, nor . 
to teach men the dreams of their qwn 
imaginations ; but to keep ftriftly to the 
word of truth. They niuft work in the 
gcrfptures, cqllect the various truths 
therein contained, and exhibit t](iem to 
the view pf a|l whp he?tr them. The 
fimple truths iii t^c Scriptures need pnly 
to be fairly told, apd rcprefcnte^ in their 
own native fimplicity, tp prpduce the 
effects they were intended for. There is 
no occafipn for the trappings of hun^an 

f iTim.iy. ». 

eratpry 



(Oratory to recommend the truths of the 
Gofpel, my Lords, they heed only tof 
be told. The Greek word xtjpoWw, fig- 
nifies to pubhfh or proclaim, as a Herald 
or Crier does a proclamation : you have 
nothing to^ do but to pubjifli the glad 
tidings pif Heaven to finners, and leave 
the confequence to the Almighty. The 
importance of the Preacher adds nothing 
to the word which is preached. A Right 
Reverend Father in ppd has no more 
authority in preaching than the meaneft 
Curate • The words that are fpoken 
alone are fit to fulfil their own intention. 
All the fine periods of a Tillotfon, joined 
with the fwaggering theatrical buf- 
foonery of Whitefield, will ever be in- 
ftifHcient to reform the heart of a finner, 
or to convert any wicked perfon from 
the cvitof his way. 

Preaching ts a work which requires 
much labour and induftry ; the Bifhop 
muft bring out of the trcafure of Revela- 

3 (ion 



^on things new ^d old ;t— mufl: dcfrlare the 
ancient ways of God to man, in (hewing 
Oiercy to the wortble/s in all ages. And 
^hc new difplays of his grace and favour 
in continuing his loving-kindnefs to thofc 
that know him. This wojrk does not 
confift in preparing a ftiff formal dif- 
<:ourfe, forged in a clofet^ and picked 
out of a num.ber of mufty fermons, on 
purpofc to be prefented at St. James's^ 
as a propme for the Court. Thi^ my 
I/)rds, is dry. work, and. exceedingly 
unprofitable for men. The l^ew, Tefta* 
ment overfeers do not ferve,the Lord with 
ihat which c<)fts. them nothing ^ they 
icarch the Scriptures, and from the abun- 
dance of thiu; treiafure enrich the minds 
of others : Qut of Msifes and all the Pro^ 
hhets^ in all the Scripturesjjhey Jhew the 
things which concern Jefus Chrijif This 
requires reading of the true fort for a 
Bifhop, and will ferve the wifeft man that 
ever lived, to ponder his whole lifetime. 
, ^e moil perfect and ratioftal knowledge 
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is to be foimd in the word of God ; for 
it teaches us what God is to us, and what 
ai;e our duties to him, which to know is 
of infinite importance to all men* 

The word of God exhibits a grand 
and glorious reafon of hope for guilty 
men ; it .declares that God is reconciled 
to fmners on account of the work of his 
Son ; and that, on account thereof, God 
is juft when he juftifies the ungodly. It 
proclaims this as the fql? foundation of 
a-finner's hope before the Almighty;--^ 
and declares that all who are; perfuaded 
of this truth will be careful to maintain 
good works* . It fhews us what we can 
do, and what we cannot do, in matters 
of religion. It fully manifefts that we all 
can do more than we are difpofed to do ; 
and yet that our moll perfect perform- 
ances, are not fufEcient to acquit us in 
the fight of one who knows our hearts. 
From the word of God we are informed, 
rtiftt tbofc wlw would enter into hfe muft 

keep 
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kcfcp the commandments ; and yet it alfa 
fccws, that thet-c was never any, except 
fhemart Ohrijljejmj who cfid fo. Fron? 
hence it is ntaiiifeft, that is impofliblc' 
for any man, under the influence of fin 
arid prejudice, to pleafe God; and that 
in this grand point, our hopes of for- 
givenefs muft reft upon the atonement of 
Jefus Chrift ; and that, even in this. Reve- 
lation declares that the hw is not dif- 
bonoured, but magnified ; that it is not 
Aritinomjanifm to truft to the obedience 
of Chrift for bur acceptance with CfQ4 J 
for if this were the cafe, all the Apoftles 
were Antinomians. But, my Lords^ if 
plain Scripture will not offend you, I 
will prefent to you a few paflages to prove 
the above obfervations. For all have 
Jinnedj and come Jhort of the ^lory cfGod; 
being juftijied freely by his grace ^ through 
the redemption that is in Chri/l Jefus : whorp. 
God hath before ordained to be apropitia-* 
fion through faith in his bloody to declare 
bis right eoufnefs for the remiffion qffins that 

4tr^ 
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(Sfe paji^ through the forbearance of Cod; 
to declare at this time his right emfnefi i 
that he might bejujl^ andthe jujtifier (ftbem 
thai believe in Jefus^ Where is bcqfting 
then? b is excluded. By what law ? ^f 
works? Nay ;, but by the la^ of faiths 
therefore we conclude that a mdn isjufii^ 
fed by faith without the deeds cf the 
law\ Far if rigl^teoUfmfs come by the 
law^ then is Chrijl dead in vain f • Sue 
that w man is juftifiidiy the works of the 
Ikw in the fight cfGod^ it is evident : for^ 
^he juji Jhall live by faith. And the law 
is not of faith : but^ the man that doetb them. 
Jhall live in thein. Omji hath redeemed 
us from the curfe of the lanv^ being made 
a curfe for us\. If you do not teach thcfc 
doftrines which arc fo cleariy fet down 
by the Apoftles, you are not Uamelefs^ 
^nd ought not to be Bijhops. 

* Rom. ui. 23, 14, 25, 26, 27, 28. 
t Gal. ij^ ai. J Galr iii. ix, isfc 
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2. Rfliops muft watch J they muft 
ws^h every oj^ortunity 6f ^dSfying* 
tbofc whom t^cy are appobked to over-s 
&re.— —N-For this realoii it is^ reqmred Cbaft 
they be p^efent where their work ii«» 
The conjumaikt i^ Be infant wfsafon^ and 
out offiafm. The Greek word fignifies /« 
h^ near at band ; which £upf)ofes that sir 
Chriftian Biihop jSiould remain uppn the 
fpot where his' work is j for how caa a 
man watch over a Church where he ia 
Bot prefent among the Members ? Non* 
refidence was not known amongft the 
Apoftolick Bilhopa, except, when they 
were called by the Apoftles to aflift theA 
Jn fome important work.— A Chriftiatt 
Kihop \% like one upon his guards wha 
muft keep his poft, and not defert it^i 
and his charge is like that of a ihepberd 
over a flock, which requires his prefencc 
and attendance. All the New Teftament 
Elders had the cure of fouls j and we 
read not of one finecure in the whole of 
Ac ApoftoJick writings. If there is any 

fuch 
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fuch thing a^ refponfiblenefs in the office 
of a Bilhc^i how can thofe expcft to ren* 
der a fair account to God of thofe foult 
which they commit to iht care of other 
men, with whom they are very little ac*- 
qusunted. But, my Lord»i you perhap* 
ima^ne, that rule and government U 
all that pertain to your office } and that 
when you appoint fufficient perfons to 
take care of the Churches, you are no 
further accountable. But this is alf o^es- 
ther problematical ; for a Bifhop canndt 
be blamelefs, unlefs he teach thofe bver 
whom he is appointed Ovetfeer. ^ 

This duty extends to the Bifhop him- 
felf ; he muft watch over himfelf ; take 
<:are that his pride, or his other paffion*, 
do not miflead him, or make him do 
either more or lefs than Diiine Authority 
-requires.— ^-^^en* who are advanccfl 
to authority, if they are not humble, 
will be ready to ft retch thcmfelvcs be- 
yond their commiffion, and feek to 
9 tyrannize 
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tyrannise over the members of the 
Church :— -and the higher that their 
ideas of power are, the greater will their 
tyranny be# It is ncccflary, on this ac* 
iCount, that Bilhops be watchful over 
themfelves, left being puffed, up with 
pride, they fall into the temptation of 
the Devil. 

. . I obferved that Bifhops ought to watch ^ 
left they do more or.lefs than is required 
of them by the word of God. To pre- 
tend to do what is not required in Re^ 
velation, is equally abfurd with com- 
ing fliort, and equally finful. Thofe 
.works of fupcrerogation, which the Bi- 
lhops of all eftablifhed Churches have 
fubftituted in the plape of divine ordi- 
nances, are none of the fmalleft of their 
provocations : and thofe Clergymen who 
afliime the office of Bifhops ought care- 
fully to watch, left they vend their own 
n^rumsj for divine inftitutimi^ 

But 
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But watching, in Scripture, is fct in 
oppofition to idlenefs ; it implies a pro- 
penfity of mind to one's duty, and fup- 
pofes an a£tual fulfilment of the office 
which a perfon engages in. To be 
watchful fuppofes that a Chriflian Bifhop 
attends to all the parts of his office, as 
ft refpedls the glory of God, and the 
happinefs of the fouls of men, Inftead 
of watching the levee of Princes, and 
cringing at Court for worldly preferment, 
a New Teftament Bifhop watches every 
opportunity to inflruft mankind in the 
truths of the Chriflian Religion, and the 
duties of morality. Inflead of imitating 
the great men of this world in pride and 
ambition^ a Chriflian Bifhop will fludy to 
imitate Jefus Chrifl in humility ^ meeknefs^ 
and love ; and will, with patience, watch 
every occafion to condefcend to men of 
low degree. My Lords, poor people 
have feldom accefs to your prefence ; 
and you fludy on all occafions to avoid 
having ajny intercourfe with the vulgar. 
I You 
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You no fooner remove your hands from 
jhcir heads, upon the day of Confirmar 
tion, than you giye them up, and, with 
a watchfulnefs becoming your dignity^ 
avoid having any thing to do with tbemi 
ever after j unlefs by fomc misfortune 
they chance to come into the Spiritual 
Court, and then you watch over them 
with a vengeance. 

3. A Bifhop muft feed the flock of 
God over whom he is made a Bifhop. 
This is an Apoftolick Injundion *, 
and ought, my Lord3, to be ferioufly 
confidered. The fouls of men need nou- 
rifhment as well as their bodies, and the 
Gofpel which you ought to preach has 
made ample provifion fof the fpirits a$ 
well as for the mortal part of the mem- 
bers of the Church. Divine truth is the 
food of the mind, which ought to be made 
known to men, on purpofe to be foo^ 
for their fouls. When our minds arc 



* A<ft XX. 28. 

» entertained 
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entertained with the true and certain hopes 
of ableffed immortality, upon principles 
confiftent with the revealed charafter of 
the Almighty, and rejoice in the hope 
of that glory which is promifed to be 
revealed in the fons of God, they maybe 
faid to be nouriflied. And the evidence 
of mental nourilhment is improvement 
in pure fentiments, which difcover them- 
felves by obedience to God^s lawy and 
love to all mankind. A Bifhop mufl feed 
Ms flock, or nourilh the minds of his 
hearers with heavenly truth; — preach 
the word of falvation as it li revealed in 
the word of God, and lay afide all con- 
jeftures concerning eternal life, which 
are not taught in the facred Oracles. 
The old ftory concerning doing and //a;- 
ing by the works of the law, the Gofpel 
has altogether fet afide ; and God of his 
mercy has given us a better hope, efta- 
blilhed upon the death of his own S(7«.—- 
This, my Lords, is the true bafts of 
morals to Chriftian men, who are con- 
I z (trained 
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ftrained by the love of Jefus Chrifl: ; and 
they fhew that their fouls are nouriflied 
by the truths, of the Gofpel, by their 
fincere at;tachment to every moral duty* 
It will perhaps furprife your Lordfhip$ 
to hear it affirmed, that all fuch ^s have 
the good hope of forgivenefe through 
the atonement of Jefus Chrift, arc the 
nxoft remarkable for ftriSnefs of conver- 
fation and purity of life ; for fuppofc 
they do not obey God on purpofe to 
be faved, they obey him from a more 
noble ^nd more powerful principle. 
They do his will becaufe he is graciom^ 
merciful^ 2Lnd full of.compajftm^ becaufe 
he has fent Jefus Chrift to redeem them 

by his obedience unto the death. . 

And if your Reverences pleafe, they 
obey him becaufe they love him. That 
idea which rules in the tenor of your 
printed Sermons concerning good works^ 
overturns at opce the whole fyftem of 
Chriftianity, You fuppofc an eflfedb with- 
out a caufe, which is a thing impoflible \ 

and 
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taind require iinncrs to work foi: falva- 

tion, without confidering that avcrfion 

they hJtte agaihft truth. I fhall fuppofc 

"a cafe, which is no way impoffible, that 

His prefent Majcfly fhould promifc to 

make Msmus a Bijhop^ upon condition 

'that he ftiduld tranflate Sanchoniaihon^ or 

"write a verfion of Homer a degree better 

than that of Mr. Pope, — when Momus 

■could only read prayers^ and did not 

tinderftand a word either of the Phcsnt" 

dan or Xjreek languages. ^^ — ^When, an*t 

pleafc yoiir Lordfliips, would Momus 

•"come to' the enjoyment of his Biftop- 

rick ? This, you wiH perhaps fay, would 

be an unreafonable talk, and at the firft 

fo frightful, that no perfon in fech a 

cafe would engage in it. True, my 

Lords; but the gentleman might have 
minded his books when he -was at fehool, 
and the thing Would have been both pof- 
lible and probable. You muft perceive, 
my Lords, thai if Momus muft have a 
Bifhoprick, he muft receive it fpeciali 
I 3 gratia'. 
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gratia; and not by works. There arc 
feveral things in the law of God, which, 
if a finncr muft do on purpofe to obtain 
forgivencfs, or enjoy the Divine Fa- 
vour, are as difficult for perfons under 
that character to perform, as for an 
unlearned man to tranflate Htrnier or 
Sanchoniathon. The very notion of re- 
quiring a thing that is impoilible, tends 
to create in the minds of the perfon of 
whom it is required an averjion againft 
the talk, and a difgujl at the perfon who 
requires it. When you therefore tell 
your hearers or readers that they muft 
do fomething to be juitified, and their 
own hearts inform them, that it is a tafk 
beyond their power, muft not this very 
thought create an antipathy againft that 
law which requires impoilibilities, and 
form in the minds of finners a ftronger 
averfion ag^nft the truth. 

It will be but poor nourifhment for 
the fouls of men to inform them> that 

they 
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they muft perform what their own ex- 
perience, and the Scriptures, have told 
them it is not in their potver td fulfil. 
The Apoftles fed the flock bf God iii 
anothef ihanner ; they taught firiners and 
the Churches^ that God was juft when 
he juftified the ungodly ; and that it was 
not for work$ of righteoufnefs which fin- 
ners performed, but according to his 
mercy he faved them :— And yet j after 
they had inftructed men in thofe doc- 
trines, we d6 not find that they became 
more deficient in morals than others, 
but rather became examples of good 
works, and true imitators of Jefus Chrift. 
My Lords, there were, in thofe days, a 
fet of mcft who went about to eftablifli 
their own rightieoufnefs ; and what was 
the confequence ? they did not attain to 
that righteoufnefs which pleafed God^ 
Inftead of fubmitting to the Gofpel ac- 
count of Righteoufnefs, they contrived 
a traditional fcheme oi their own, which 
excluded the true notion of Divine Righte- 
I 4 oufncfs; 
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oufnefs ; the confequence of all which was, 
they perverted the law of God,, and fubfti- 
tuted their own dogmas in tl^e room of 
Divine appointiixentisi. Inftead of feed- 
ing the flock with the truths of his own 
word, they impdfed their yain traditions 
upon thofe who were under their jurif- 
didionis, and curfed them foundly when 
they would not receive them. Tlie idea 
of feeding the flock of God fuggefts an<« 
other fentiment to your Lordfliips ; and 
it is that df feeding the hungry, and 
clothing the naked. Your large bene^ 
fices afford you an opportunity of feed- 
mg a great number of hungry Chrifl:ians; 
Twelve or fifteen thoufand pounds vsdll 
go a great way. By the afliftance of 
the Deans and Prebendaries^ your Lord- 
fliips might afford near 100,000 pounds 
fer annum for the relief of the poor, and 
yet leave yourfelves fufiicicnt to fupport 
a Chriftian life. It would have a great 
effed upon the poor, and make them^ 
receive your advices with more readi- 

neis. 
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ncfs. ^But to give your Lordfhips a 

little reft before we proceed to confi-^ 
der the other qualifications of Chriftian 
Bifhops, I fhall conclude this Difcourfe, 
and fay, Anien. 
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1 Timothy, Ch. iii. vcr. 2. 

A Bijhop mujl be blamek/sy^-'^given to 
hofpitality^'^apt to teach ;^-not greedy 
of filthy lucre ;^^not covetous. 

HOSPITALITY, my Lords, is a 
Scriptural qualification of a.Ki 
(hop; and without being given or in- 
clined to the pradice thereof, no pcr- 
fon has a right to that office. 4>iXo££M5 
fignifies a lover of ' ftrangers, or 
perfons v^ho can be of no advantage 
by either their intereft or favour to a 
3ifliop.-~-Its primitive fignificationwas 
L ... cxpreffed 



14^ SERMON VI. 

cxprcffed by the pradice of the firft 
Chriftians, and their Bifliops. When 
ftrangers came recommended by other 
Chriftian Churches to the Elders, and 
members of any diftant Church, they 
were received by the Overfeers, and 
Members thereof, with as much love 
and affefliion as if they were refidentjcrs 
among them: they were kept free of 
all expences Xvhile they ftayed, and fet 
forward in their travels by the Paftors 
and Members of the Churches where- 
ever they came. This duty is more 
cfpecially recommended to Bifhops^ 
becaufe they ought to be examples to 
Others to ftir them up to humanity. and 
brotherly kindaefs. In fuch a wealthy 
Church as that in which your Lordfhips 
have the honour to be HWhops, there is 
much in your power, and much to be 
expeded at your hands. If you areChri* 
ftians, hofpitality will be your ftudy: 
you will be given, to it, and praftife it 
conftantly. It is a noble feeling which 

arifes 
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arifes from the rcfleftion of doing good 
toothers, efpecially the diftreffcd. The 
chief objects of Chriftian Hofpitality arc 
the poor 5 to thofe your Lordfliips ought 
to be kind for the fake of him who came, 
to fave them, and who, during his rc- 
fidence here on earth, was poor himfelf, 
and fhewed a peculiar regard to the 
poor, that W€ through his poverty mght 
be made rich. Your Lordfliips muft un- 
doubtedly know that it is not Hofpitality 
to entertain the rich, and thofe elegant 
entertainments which are to be met with 
^ the tables of modern Bifliops defervc 
rather the name of Luxury than Hofpi- 
tality. It is not Hofpitality to entertsdn 
Dukes, Lords, and Gentlemen ; for 
thofe are abundantly able to entertain 
themfelves. The precept extends to the 
poor, who in equity have a claim upon 
?dl perfons of fubflance for fupply, efpc- 
cially upon you who have large benefices^ 
^nd ought, according to your profcffion, 
Jo live moderately. The cxpence of 
7 your 
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your tables and retinue is altogether 
fuperfluous; it may waftc your fub* 
ftance, and fhorten your lives, but can 
do you no real fervice. How much more 
pleafure would you have iq feeding the 
hungry, and clothing the naked? — And 
mind, my Lords, that he who pveth to 
ihe poor^ lendeth to the Lord; and that 
which he giveth^ he will repay him again. 
If the words of our Saviour can have 
any weight with the fug^eflbrs pf the 
Apoftles, I fhall fet before you the true 
method of Hofpitality, as recommended 
by himfclf. When thou makejl a dinner or 
a /upper ^ call not thy friends^ nor thy bre^ 
thren^ nor thy kin/men^ nor thy rich neigh* 
hours ; left tbeyalfo bid thee again^ and 
a recompenc^ be made thee* But when 
fhou makeft a feaft^ call the poor^ the 
piaimed^ the blind: and thou Jhalt be blejfed\ 
for they cannot recompence thee : for thou 
Jhalt be recoinpenced at the rejiirrediqn of 
the juft *. There, my Lords, is ^ very 

* * Luke xiv. If, 13, 14. 

fimplc 
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iimple and plain method of Hofpitality, 
which is worthy of youF ferious confix* 
deration ; it is reafonable and judicious, 
and the authority ihjoining it is of the 
higheft nature. You dare not prefumcf 
to fay, that our Lord's authority is not 
fufficient to authenticate this practice of 
Hofpitality, Why then is it not obfcrved 
by fuch as call themfelves his difciples f 
The alternative is plain ; you muft either 
give up all claim to the character of 
" Chriftian Bifliops, or practife this divine 
fcheme of Hofpitality. But the refur- 
rcction of the juft, you will fay, is long 
credit ; but it is fure : the word of the 
faithful and true Witnefs will never de- 
ceive. It is all you have for the foun- 
dation of your hope of falvation ; and 
if you reft the expectation of your fu- 
ture happinefs upon the word of our 
Lord, why may you not truft him with 
the rccompence of your Hofpitality ? If 
he (hall pay you in Spiritual happinefs, 

for 
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for the good you do to his poor child* 
rcn, you wiil be well rcC6inpcnfcd, 

It is aitia^ing my Lords» that our Sa« 
i^iour has not required the fmalleft de- 
gree of your temporalities, without pro* 
miiing you better things at the refur- 
rection of the juft. The very changing 
of thofe vile bodies of yours, which you 
are fo anxious to pamper in this life,' 
will be of far more value than all your 
benefices, though you Ihould part with 
them all ; — and to have them fafhioned 
like to Chrift*s glorious bbdy, is an amaz- 
ing privilege. Ah, my Lords, we fel* 
dom hear of any of your rank engaged 
in this noble Chriftian practice. There 
.. ire many accounts of grand entertain- 

ments at your feveral palaces, when 
many Noblemen and dignified Clergy- 
men are prefent, who devour as much 
in one day as would fupply the wants 
of many poor hungry Chriftians for a 
month. This, by fome of your friends, 

is 
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is accounted Hpfpitality j but it dcferves 

another name. ^You fhould call it 

rioting and drunkennefs^ chambering and 
wantonnefs. But left I fhould of- 
fend you or your friends with Scrip- 
ture phrafeojogy, I fliall call it great 
Luxury. — ^ — Luxury, the Bane of the 
age, and of which you, my Lords, are 
the moji notable examples. The poor^ 
the halt, and the maimed, are cloiftered 
up in poor houfes and hofpitals, as if 
they belonged to another clafs of beings, 
and treated with all the aufterity and 
difrefped that ignorant Overfeers and 
haughty Churchwardens pleafe to exer- 
cife over them:— And, Sirs^ they.fel- 
dom or never have the pleafure of your 
vifitation. There is a maxim concern- 
ing true and undefiled religion, givea 
by an Apoftle, which all Bi£hiops ought 
to remember. Pure and undefiled relly 
^ion is to fuifit the widow and thefatherf 
lefs in their affiiSion ; and it is added,-r 
4md to keep yourfeli^s urSottedfrom the 
% ' world. 
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Tvorld. Yotfr Lordfhips feldom ohtcrtdf 

this masdm. It is a pity/ ttiy Lordsy' 

for it is a noble one, and worthy of 
every Chriftian*S attention. It is a glo-^ 
i?ious Hofpitality to relieve diftrefs^ and 
make glad the hearts of the poor } it i^ 
God-like, and worthy of tUbriftian Bi-" 

Ihops. B^ ye fnereiJkJj As ^tmr Fath^ 

Th HeAven is mirciful. 'Could yoO defire 
a more excellent pattern f You certainly* 
fay. No ; tmt why do ye not Imitate it> 
Tour religious character oHiges you tdr 
the praetrce thereof, and ybur large be^ 
fiefices put it. in your power to do it j 
you arfe therefore ineaccufable if you nc-» 
gleet it. — ^But what cail be expected 
from fuch poor finners as you arcy 
wlio wilfully pervert the laws of Jcftts 
thrift, ahd feek after the honours oF 
t^% t^orM, and the plcafurcs of feirfe f 
When yOUr Lord cometh, my tordsj 
ail Ihefc honours will avail you noAingi 
Tou mull give an account of your Hofi 
pltality. Yoa m'uft appear nbt as Lotdi 

Spkituat 
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§iiiritaal before lus dirone, but as ihoSd 
iiiio muft give ah siccount* 

Allow iht to fuppbfe for once^ ih^t ih6 
hiftory of your HofpHality fliouki be cn- 
l|uired into, tirhstt wonW ydti anfwer? 
Will it be f«fficieht to fay, that hi^ 
(Srace of CantdPbuty altray^ kept a good 
lioufe at Lambeth and Cfoydoh |^-^that 
hh Grace of York entertained tfcgantly 
at Biifaop jTlforp j^that Camhath Caftid 
iitras alwaysbpen for Dukes and Lords ;-^ 
ti^at Bifhop Aak^d wa$ a ready recep'< 
tacle for Deans and Prebendaries ;^-iand 
Durham PaJace open to deceive thd 
judges of affize ?— You ftare at the fup^ 
|)ofition l-»-4iut you will look more aghaft, 
%hea you hear from die mouth of t^ie 
hcfrdj I wot ion hwtprj^ Mnd p ga^ m 
io jneat ; I was ihirfly^ and ye gave me no 
dtink; I was nakid^ and ye cl&tbed me 
mt ; I was Jick^ and in prifon^ and ye did 
ttat vijit me. ChriftJan Hofpitality, or 
doing good to the poor» ii^ in truth, my 
K 2 Lords', 
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Lords, the only true tettimony that you, 
or any who pjofcfe Ghriftianity can give* 
that you love Jefus Chrift. Your learned 
men may difpute concerning your differ- 
ent theories of religious fentimcntsj but 
if you are deficient in this particular, you 
are no more than zfotmding brafs^ or a 
tinkling fymbal i tte reft of your religioii 
is no more than a blank in the fight of 
the Alnughty.— — When you negle£fc 
Hofpitality,.you are neither New Tefta- 
ment Bi(hpps, nor true Chrtftians. If 
you think this conclufion fevcre or un- 
juft, I appeal to the New Teftament^ 
fpr the plain meaning of your Saviour*a 
Words, and thofe of his Apoftles.-^'-^-r^ 
And if you fay, 'Who is to be judge 
of the nicaning of thofe facred didates f 
My Lordsj^ I could even appcalvto your 
own judgement ; but to deal fairly^ I 
will appeal to any Biihop in England, 
provided he has death and the other 
world in his eye.' Let me. fee a Lord 
Spiritual upon his death-bed, and I will 

Hand 
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ftand |>y his view of the meaning of 
Scripture ; but it is fo plain, that he 
who runs may read it : A Bifbop muft be 
given to HofpitaUty. 

2. A Bijhop mu/i he apt io teach Ac- 
cording to the Apoflolick fcntimcnts, the 
office of a Bifliop and a Teacher is all 
one. The Greek word fignifies one 
qualified to inftruct, or to receive in- 
ftruction \ — to inftruct the ignorant, or 
to receive advice or iiiftruction from the 
members of the Church. No man is 
qualified to be a Bifhop, who is not ready 
to receive advice ; for if he is not apt to 
receive inftruction, he is not fit to teach 
others. My Lords, it is ordinarily a 
maxini with Diocefans, fuch as you, to 
conclude, as foon as you are inftalled in 
your office, that the members of the 
Church are implicitly to fubmit to your 
determinations; but this is to fuppofe 
that all the refl of the members of the 
Church arc incapable to judge for them- 
K 3 felves, 
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fclves, and that you arc Lords over thchp 
Confcienccs. Such an idea declares 
plainly, tbs^t ypu are not fit to teacb} 
for New Teftament • Teachers are not 
like Schoolmafters, who teach children 
in things which they do not know at all, 
but are remeii^brancers,* who put them 
in mind of what they have already an 
opportunity to know. No man is truly 
qualified for the office of a Bifhpp, whq 
wants to impofc his own dictates upoli 
Others, without firft oflFering evidence 
and proof for his Doctrine ;— and evci^ 
when he has done this, he has no right 
to fey that others are obliged to receive 
it. . He is apt to teach, who is endued 
with the gift of comparing 3piritual 
things with Spiritual, in fuch a manner 
as to reprcfent to the minds of others^ 
the plain aiid true Spirit of, piyine Re-! 
velatiou. 

The 4poftks, who muft be allowed 
to be pofTefied of this qualification, did 

not 
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^aot pretend to teach dogmatically by 
"impofmg their own <^inions i^pon the 
Churches; Qfi all occafions they ap- 
pealed to the writings of Mofes and the 
Profb^ts, and the private judgenxent of 
every individual. The Ghriftians at - 
fierea are accounted more noble thau 
others, becaufe they did not receive th45 
Apoftolick Doctrines implicitly, but exa- 
puned the Scriptures, to fee if tbofe Doc- 
trines which the Apoftles taught were 
i:onfift.ei>t with what had been before 
^v^ritten in the Scriptures. Aptnefs iQ 
jeach, which the Apoftl^ were chiefly 
endued with, confifted in a readinefs xq 
ftew, in ^ plain maimipr, the confiftency 
of the Gpfpel djifpenfatiou with the pro^ 
jwifes and proph^i^s which went before 
concerning thp kingdoni of Jefu$ Chrifl. 
The Apoftles of Chrift ca^ht no new 
doOxine; all thoCe truths »n4 pra^ices 
which they declared to the Churches, 
were long before fpokcn of by ibmc of 
thofe e;xtraordinary men whom Grpd 
K4 M 
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had raifed up to inform mankind, what 
in' fomc future period (hould be made 
more plain. The Gofpel is only a new 
difpenfation of ancient truths, which 
were but more darkly revealed to the 
Church. ^And all the Bifliops in Eng- 
land may be challenged to fhew any truth 
or doctrine taught by Jefus Chrift, or his 
Apoftles, of which there are not fome 
hints given in the ancient Scriptures.— 
Our Lord and his difciples did indeed 
make the fpirit of the Old Teftament 
writers more plain, and fliewcd what 
none before was ever able to do, namely, 
that what happened to him, and what 
was now accomplifhed, was the fpirit 
and intention of the Old Teftament.— 
The qualification of a Bifhop, mentioned 
in the text, confifted of an ability in the 
Teacher, to fhew the agreement of the 
writings of the Apoftles with the words 
of Jefus and the Prophetick Declara- 
tions— — And no man is fit to be an 
Overfcer in a New Teftament Church, 

who 
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who is not qualified to (hew the fpirit 
and defign of the Prophets and Apoftles 

of Jefus Chrift, My Lords, it is too 

often the cafe for men who affume the 
office and character of Bifliops, to con- 
fider the benefice more than the quali- 
fications that belong to the office ; and 
this is the reafon why the Churches are 
filled with ignorant and unlearned men ; 
for, with all deference to your Ordina- 
tions, there are many who mean to be 
Biftiops, abundantly ignorant. Does not 
every Clergyman who receives Prieft's 
orders expect, fome time or other, to 
wear the Mitre ?— There is nothing to 
hinder any Prieft from being advanced to 
Lawn Sleeves, except the want of friends 
at Court, 

To be apt to teach requires great IkiU 
in the Scriptures 5 and every Bifhop muft 
underftand the word of God, otherwife 
he muft be confidered as a perfon who 
loves the benefice, but not the duty which 

belongs to the office. 

6 3. A 
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3. A Bijhop muji not be greedy cfjilthy. 
lucre i This is a negative qualificjition 
pf a New Teftament Overfeer in thq 
Church. The Greek word <«»Vxfo«f^^ 
iignifies Jhameful gain^ or cmplumcnt^ 
obtained dilhonowrably j fuch as a Bi* 
jhop enjoying a benefice by the interefi of 
friends^ without teaching thofe who are 
under his charge. A Bifhop may truly 
be faid to be greedy of nithy J,ucre, 
)vhen bis main defign is to obtain a liv- 
ing, withput the lead intention of doing 
bis duty. But fuch men, my Lords^ 
ought not to be Bifliops, according to 
the Apdftolick maxim. I know that 
fuch refledions as thefe will fit but light 
upon the minds of thofe who arc in the 
poffeflion of fo many thoufands a year:— 
Bpt you cannot always keep a hold of 
thofe wages of unrightcoufncfs.— Your 
fyftems of fenfations muft foon be dif- 
folved, and truth and duty will appear tq 
you in a different point of light, — It Is 
undoubtedly mean to ftrive to feek after 
thofe things with anxiety, which in a few 

year§ . 
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years you muft be afliamed of. It ar-? 
gues a reiftl forgetfulncfs of the life to 
come, for men to be ftriving about tem- 
poral emoluments under the cover pf 
rdigibus o$cc$^ which they never inten4 
to fulfil ; for a Bifliop who enjoys fome 
thoufands a year, to covet a Prebend in 
a Collegiate Church, where he feldom 
idoes duty, argues a prodigious, greed of 
filthy Lucre. Such gaitt is really fliame- 
ftjl, and unworthy qf any f eHgious chat 
rafter. My Lords, it cannpt be proved 
that the Church is one degree the better 
pf fuch greedy Tej^chers as ye are* 
The money which ye devoi^r might dp 
^ great dc^l of fervicc, provided it wer^ 
applied to relieve the poor and the dif- 
treiTed : for n^en wfap have large patrii; 
monies of their own, to thi^it after gain 
fo greedily, under a pretence of ferving 
the Church, favours rank of unbelief 
and covetoulbefs. It is impoffible for 
any PerfonjS who believe the Bible to 
^o on as you do ; it can be nothing but 
^ fpirit pf infidelity which mafefes you 
6 thus 
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make you underftand covetoafiiefs alittl^ 
better, I fliall give the Prophet's opinioii 
at large. His watchmen an blind: ibef 
ure -all ignorant^ they are all dtimb dogsi 
they canmt bark; J^^pi^^ fyi^g down^ 
h^mg nfiunirer. Tea^ they are greedy dsge 
which can never have enotdgb^ and- they ari 
Shepherds that cannot underftand: they 
all hok tufheirvwn-wayy every anefor his 
gainy from his quarter. Come ye^ fay they^ 
I will fetch wine J and we will fill our'* 
felves with ftrong drink; and to-morrow 
Jhall be as this day^ and much more abun-^ 
dani *. 

Thofe Clergymen thus charaderifed 
by the Prophet were not mean men, nor 
infignificant country Curateg, as you 
may imagine. They were High Priefts,* 
like you, and the very heads of the na- 
tional eftablifliment ; and the Lord^ by 
the Pfipphet, calls them dumb Dogs^ be- 
caufe they did not jfpeak his word to^ 

"^ ir<uah H, so. 

the 
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the people, but lived at e^fe, and ne- 
glected their duty, w^ich they \rere 
bound to perform for receiving fuch 
large pcrquifites. When they ivere liv*^ 
ing in the abfohite negle£k of every duty 
belonging to their office, they could 
never have enough ; and every one o( 
them was zealous in looking after his 
gain from his quarter. I will be forry 
to fay, my Lords^ that thefe Jewifh 
Priefts were types of you ; but there is 
certainly fome refemblance, in the mat- 
ter of Covetoufncfs, between you and 
them. They were fonder of cncrcafing 
the revenues* of the Church than fulfil* 
ling the offices that they were engaged 
to perform j they tythed every things 
but did nothing, except what they ought 
Hot to have done. Inftead of watching, 
they flept ; and when they fhould have 
faded and prayed, they rioted in lu^u* 
ry, and drank wine and ftrong fifink. 
Covetoufncfs is a naughty quality in any 
perfon, but it ia altogether unfeemly for 

a Biihop* 
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a BHhop. But left, by defcribing the 

vice of Covetoufnefs, I fhould make 
fome fevere ftrictures upon your Lord- 
ibips, I fhaU conclude tbis Difcourfe« 
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Numbers, Ch« xviii. 24; 

3&«f /A^ Tythes of the children of Ifrael^ 
which they offer as an heave-cffering 
unto the Lgrd^ I have given to the Le^ 
vites to inherit: therefore I have /aid 
mto theniy Among the children oflfrael 
theyjhall have no inheritance. 

AS the Levitcs were not allowed to 
buy lands and hereditary pof- 
fcffions, they were thereby prevented 
from being covetous ; and as the Tythea 
were competent for their maintenaiKe, 
they fought no morc^ npr aimed any 
JL fcigher. 
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higher. Were all the Priefts in Ehg* 
land forbidden, by an exprcfs law, to 
purchafe lands or eftatcs upon pain of 
lofing their livings, it would prevent, in 
a great meafure, that ruling fpirit of Co- 
vctoufuefs which pr^cvails- aniongft them. 
The Priefts and Levites depended cri* 
tirely upon Providence, and their liv- 
ings increafcd or decrcafed according as 
the Divine Bounty favoured the nation* 
It was contrary to the law of God, and 
the conftitution of that nation, for any 
of the Jewifh Clergy to interfere in fecu- 
lar affairs. It would make a ftrange 
cataftrophe if fuch a law were made in 
England. My Lords, you would be 
obliged either to part with your Patri- 
monies as Landholders, or give up your 
claim to the Patrimony of the Ghurdh, 
which would be a fevere trial to many 

dignified Clergymen. 

^; . 

But what I intended to confider on 
this fubject is the Poctrinc of Tythes^ 

as 
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tfs practifed in the Church of England. 
Jn a former Difcourfe it was obfervcd, 
that Tythes are not held by a Divine 
right, and it was hinted, that they arc 
not confiftent with the fpirit and genius 
of our free conftitution. That they are 
now confirmed by Acts of Parliament qi 
Henry VIII. and Edward VI. j by Wil- 
Bam iuid Mary, and George I. is not de- 
nied; but it will be allowed that all 
the laws which have been made during 
the reigns of thofe Princes are not 
exactly confiftent with the original and 
. fundamental laws of the kingdom. Somd 
complaifant Parliaments havepsUOfed Bills, 
which have been fofined into L^ws, that 
have done little hoiiour to the Legifla- 
ture. Henry VHI. could detnand df his 
Parliament what he bad a mifad j and 
it was well known that What he ordered 
with refped to Tythes, tva^ what the 
Pope had done before him j and hi%||cw 
laws of Decimation differed nothing frorii 
thofe of Rdme, except that he claimed 
tz to 
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to himfelf what formerly was given to 
the Pope, The favourable Afts, whichv 
after Princes have paffed in behalf of 
the Clergy, concerning the Tythes, were 
paiSed into laws, to oblige them to mdkc 
them hold their peace, and to prevent 
them from interfering with matters o£ 
State, which they were always ready to 
do when they were not taken notice of & 
but fuch laws, inftead of bckig conftitu^^ 
tional deeds, were only prudential tem"^ 
porary Ads, which the wifdom of Go* 
vernment may alter without affecting 
the Conftitution. They have no more 
relation to the Conftitutional Laws of 
England, than fomc people may think 
the late Dog Act haa. It is not fup* 
pofed by any^ that all the different 
Acts of Parliament which the Two 
Houfes contrive when they meet, and 
perfuade the Sovereign to fign, are 
always confiftent with the Fundamental 
Lai#s of thefe realms. Many of them 
are temporary expedient^ defigned to 

anfwer 



anfwer the prcfent purpofes of Govem^ 
ment, and are often repealed, when they^ 
are not found to do good by thehr con- 
tiftuance. And why may not the law& 
CQilccnaing Tythes be altered, when they 
are found to injure the various improve^ 
ments in Agriculture which are carrying 
on in the nation. As an evidence that 
^ Legiflature did not confider Tythes 
as the fole property of the Church, there 
are* near 3000 parishes whofe Tythes arc 
impropriate, and in the poflcffion .of 
Laymen, who perform no Church duties, 
nor pay any falary except \i4iat they 
pleafe^ Henry VIII. was allowed by hia 
tractable Parliament to give the Tythes 
to whom he pleafed ; fo he gave them 
to his: favourites, whether Clergy or 
laymen, according to his own mil and 
pleafure ; and they are (landing nearly 
m the fame; fituation he left them. The 
fundamental laws of the Englilh coniti^ 
tution would hot be affected, fuppd&ig 
that all the Tythes in the SAtion were 
L J givea 
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given up for fQmc other confidcration jfc 
and that, inflead of receiving them in 
kind) a certain modus might be receive4 
in lieu of them, whi(jl^, would anfwer aU 
the purpofes for which Tythes in Eng-, 
land were intended. Jt is an indifputable 
point, that Tythes were once upon an-. 
other footing than ^they arc now} fcMr 
they once belonged to the Church, and 
were, applied to Religious purpofes : but 
when Henry VUI. differed with the Pope, 
His Majefty thought proper to take 
piore than the third part of all the 
Tythes of the nation into his own pot 
feflion, and retailed them out in gifts to 
his friends and favourites. Thus the 
foundation of Tythes, though fecured 
by Act of Parliament, appears a little 
unconftitutional. Yqur Lordfliips know, 
that Royal grants are not legal tenures* 
The Royal mind may change, and then 
nullum tempus occurrit Regi^ is a known 
maxim, and may be applied to Tythes 
;^s well* as Soccages. If the King cannot 
' ^ ; .-. alienate 
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alienate, as fomc; late Court Maxims 
fcem to intimate, what was once the 
property of the Crown may be recalled ; 
and why may not thefe Tythes, which' 
tircre gWen away by former Princes, be 
again refumed by their fucceffbrs ? This 
is, perhaps, what the Qergy would de-» 
fii:c} for in fuch a cafe they would be 
more likely to return all back again to 
Ae Church, when they come into the 
hands of him who is head thereof. But 
as there has been fuch a tergiverfation 
in the difpofing of Tythes, it would ar- 
gue, that there were no Fundamental 
Laws with regard to their being received 
in kind. The rights of the Church are 
fecured by Magna Charfa j but the quef- 
tion is, whether Tythes in kind, or 
Tythes at all, be her right ? For it ap- 
pears unreafonable that the Church 
fhould hare fo much land of her own, 
and at the fame time have a claim for 
the tenth part of the produce of what 
belongs to every other pcrfont 

L 4 This 
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This provifion, which is made for the 
Church by Tythes in kind, cannot cer-*^ 
toinly be the intention of the conftitu- 
tion ; for it cannot be fuppofed, that, 
for the fake of fijpportmg one body 
of men, a bar fhould be put in th6 
way of national, improve^lernts, whidh 
tend to the advantage of all ranks* No 
Afl: of Parliament was ever intended, 
however fome of them may be expreffcd, 
to put a ftop Xo improvements in Agri» 
culture, in which the real ftrength of the 
nation confifts: — nor. can we fuppofe 
thatour Laws can refer to objeds, which 
. the Lcgiilature who formed them did 
not .f0 much as conceive would ever 
Cxiftr The induftry of farmers has pro- 
duced what none of the Parliaments 
which enaded Laws concerning Tythes 
ever igiagined would exift in Great Bri- 
tain ; — and it is certainly unreafonable, 
. that indurtrious men fliould fink their 
1 ir > money, and beftow their labour, on 

i;; othcj3, who are at no cjcpencc, ta carry 

[ ' 7 away 



iWay the tenth; part of their profits. But 
even the Tythes are far from fatisfying 
the iavaricious defircs of the Clergy; for 
bclide Tythes in kiftd (tf every thing 
liie Earth ' produces,, which is pro- 
fitable^ Ihey exaO: a tax from both the 
tivfrtg kndthe dfead. Church Fees muffc 
be paid btJth by thofe 'who go to Church, 
aSnd tfiofe who do not. For Marriages, 
Funeirals, and tafter Reckonings, the 
Clergy regieive near another Tenth of all 
our fubftahce. You are, my Lords, 
^uch obliged to Popery for your large 
jEndowments. The whole form of your 
Church Emoluments, as well as a great 
'^art of your worfhip, arc the manufac-. 
ture of the Man of Sin. The Jewifh 
Clergy, from whom. the Roman Church 
iand yours would make us believe you 
take your pattern, had no fuch privileges 
'as you enjoy : they had no other inhcrf- 
tance except Tythes, nor were they al- 
lowed to buy lands, or interfere in (ecu- 
iar afijvrs; and every third year they 

wcrt 
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were obliged to divide with the fl:ran«i 
ger, and the fatherlefs, and the widow ; 
but after you have divided all the Tythes 
among ypurfelves, you faddle the pub- 
lick with a Poor Rate into the bargain* 
Yoii ought certainly to fupply the pocw 
with the tenth ps^rt of the nation^s fub« 
ftance. Jnftcad of this, the very poorefl 
ranks of people are obliged to contri- 
bute to the Luxury of the Clergy. 
Every poor, day-labourer, with a fmall 
family, mud pay for his own head, and 
every one in his houfe, provided they bc 
fixteen years of age, though they Ihould 
%orrow the money, or their family ftarvc. 
This is hard, my Lords, very hardj 
and you ought to confider it* 

But fuppofe you have fome patched-up 
hitman laws for your Tythes, and fome 
.other cuftomary offerings, it is unfair to 
receive wages when you do not work* 
. You ought certsunly to do fome good for 
your Money. It is true, you fit in Parlia- 
ment J 
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mcnt ; but the Priefts who firft received 
Tythes did not afpire fo high j they did 
not meddle with Civil aflfairs. The mat- 
ters of the Lord and thofe of the King 
were in thofe days kept diftina.-— — 
But as the Jewifli diQ>enIation is fini{hed,| 
it is amazing that you, who pretend to 
be Chriftians, Ihould ftill retain the Jew- 
ifli fyftem. Why do you not purfue it 
throughout, and offer facrifices, as the 
Priefts of the Law did ? You would have 
a right to the fat, as they had, if you 
performed their fervice; but you can 
cat the fat, and do no fervice at allj 
which is highly unreafonable* ' 

It appears fomething ftrange, that z 
Proteftant Church ihould daim the pri« 
vilege of laws which were intended to 
eftablifli the Church of Rome. Henry L 
Edward HI. and Henry VM. ratified no 
laws in behalf of the Church, but with 
a view to fupport perfed Popery. It is 
not a little fufpicious in your chara&ers. 
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my Lords, th^t you fhould infift on 
the exccudon pf Uws for the Payment 
of Tythes, which no Prptcftant can 
execute, without fifft turning Papift— 
There is not,, at this day, a Proieftant 
Church under, the pro'teiftibn of aiiy Go- 
vernmcht ^hich, holds Tythes ;upon the 
tenure of Popiffi Taws, is your Church 
does, nor do. the tjergy intefmed^e in 
Stat? aflfairs, or have anj; fliare in the. 
Civil Go.veicnment of the nations where 
they rcfide. In DeriniarK an4 Sweden 
the Clergy affemble in ParKaineh^ but 
So not meet as Lords Spiritual ^Ipng 
with the Temporal Lords } their' "bufi- 
nefs is only to attend the aflfairs of the 
Church; er to kdvife in thfaigs pertaining 
ttt ileiig?6tt ; but they do not, in the 
fcharafter^cff Barons and Spiritual Lords; 
fit -with the Nobfcs to determine in Qvil 
£)fecifiPttS bf thcLegaiaturcr. 

ttut to cohtliide this Difcourfe con-i 
teming Tythes^ It is undoubtedly con- 
<- trary 
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trary to $he welfare of thofe lands for 

the Clergy to be rich, or to be paid wkh^ 

Tythes in Kind. They never can enjoy, 

the love of the Landed Jntqreft, while 

they infift upon this mode of Decima-f 

ti©n.-T-r-^And it muft bave the appear* 

ance-pf jG}reedinefs of filjthy Lucre for 

them^to prefer Tythes to the love of thQ 

people. It will be impoffible for them 

to edify thc^e who, c^u\ikler thorn as 

fclfifli intereftcd men, who jwuld pef 

fave a;fingt fgrul .from, perdition, unld^ 

they werjp fure of b^ing extravagantly 

paid fqr jit. 

Prudence ought to direft you, my 
Lords, to be moderate in this particu** 
br^ otherwife I may venture to pro- 
nounce that your. exiftence wiU not b^ 
Jong. T^hc Laity are become wifcr than 
in paft ^ges, and mankind are not fo 
much Prieft-ridd^n as in former times. 
If the Commons and Lords in England 
tlhould confider (heir own intereft^ it is 

eafy 
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cafy to for them to vote you into non* 

cxiftcnce. ^You have only one thing 

at prefent to fave you ; a number of the 
Nobles are your friends; and fecond 
brothers think a Bifhoprick a. very good 
auxiliary to a fmall eftate. But as Reli* 
gion is not fafhionable, as in former 
times^ this may alfo be overcome* 

It will be your wifdom to be difcrcct 
in the article of Tythes, and not to in- 
fift upon the rigour of the law, left by 
ftretching your power too far, the Le- 
giflature fliould find reafon to take if 
from you. There is a period approach* 
ing, when you muft rank with farmers, 
and other poor finners, whom you now 
defpife. What a mortification will it 
be to the Gentlemen in Lawn Sleeves to 
be reduced to the level of poor country 
farmers, and to be obliged to anfwer 
for the abufe of the tenth part of 
the national emoluments. Souls, an't 
pleafe your Reverences, may be edified 

for 



for Icfs money than the tenth part of the 
produce of the lands of England. It 
would certainly be better to appoint cer-i- 
tain competent Turns for the maintenance 
of the Clergy, and difpofe of all the Chap* 
ter Lands, and Tythes,'tQ help to pay 
the national debt* 

. According to the . words of the text, 
if you infift upon having Tythes, you 
ought in confcience to give up all other 
inheritance in the nation, and make 
Tythes ferve you. The Levites had na 
inheritance among their brethren, but 
rpceiyed Tythes for all j they were the 
inheritance of the Lord, and held their 
Kvings by a Charter from him, which 
undoubtedly was a better foundatioa 
than the Charter of £thelwolphus. 

No Priefts in thofe days poffefled 
citates of thoufands and hundreds a 
year j they were all obliged to depend 
upon the Almighty, who only could 

make 
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make Tythes turn to their advant^ge^ 
But as Ethelwolphus has (ajid nothing 
concerning Cier^ymen haying. eftates, nor 
has higulphus recorded any thjng con- 
cerning this fubjeft, it is fuppofcd that 
his Charter does not exclude Bifliopa( 
from having as large temporal eftates as ^ 
they can procure, But this Charter, as 
it proceeded from a fource no way rc- 
fpe£table, had never the fanftion oi the 
Parliament of England till the teign of 
Henry Vin. and from a very different 
intention from what the firft Ch^tcr 
fuppofes. 

But what makes Tythes more intol-t 
lerable is, that they do not ferve th^ 
Church ; for inftead of Tythes, in many 
places, the Clergy have the whole Eftates^ 
Tythes and all, to fupport a number of 
men who are of « no real fervice to the 
Church, having no Cure of fpuls, nor 
any other ofBce, except once a mpnth^ 
to preach a Sermon to a few />eople^ 

who 



SERMON Vn. 177 

^ho are very indifferent about hearing 
them. 

To conclude^ my Lords^ I can aflure 
you, that I do not envy you your Tem* 
pord Emoluments; for I think that 
yoa buy them dear enough^ at the ex- 
pence of Truth and Confcience. I am 
fure I am not fingular in my opinion ; 
thoufands of your own difciples declare 
as much.— —When you confider that 
there is no warrant m the Scripture for 
fucb a pradice of Decimation, you can* 
not help concluding in your own mind, 
that yoi> cat the bread of violence, un- 

righteoufnefs, and oppreflion. put I 

(hall now part with you for this time, 
and cpnclude my Difcourfe. 



M SERMON 
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EccLESiAST^s, Ch. xii. 14. . 

For God will bring every work tntojitdge'» 
menti with every fecret things whether 
it be good^ or whether it be eviL 

TH IS is a very fcrious affair. There 
will, on this folcmn occafion, be 
none to laugh at another. Every per- 
fon will have enough to do with his 
own affairs. When the Searcher of 
hearts fhall lay open all the fprings of 
adions that have ever been fince the be- 
ginning of the world, there will be many 
works which have been determined good, 
M 2 that 
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ihat will appear in very diflFercnt colour^^ 
This is an ailize where all men will be 
tried by an impartial Judge, who wil! 
determine of aftions according to their 
principles, and not according to the var- 
ni(h of appearances, by whicltthey have 
been colouretl by the «rt aA^ craft ^ 
defigning and mtereftjsd men. 

The troth of charaatr* wiH, at this 
folemn period, be fully and fairly ex- 
. pofed, and none will be able to conceal 
At motives of a£li<ms from this ^« 
mighty Judge, ^very work fljaU 'be 
brought into judgement,— the moll hidr 
den and moll fecret works of darknefi. 
Good and bad deeds fliall be made ma- 
nifeft ; this (haU be the coficlulion of die 
whole matter. Whilft the great Drami 
of this Univerfc is afting,. naany thingli 
are concealed behind the fcenes, which, 
tvhen all the feveral Afts arc finiihcd, 
ftall be laid op^n to the view of aU, and 
fuch as have afted their part wel|, (hall 
4 be 
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be approved, while others, who have 
behaved unworthily, fHall meet with a 
Judgement according to their deferviiKg. 

It will be a fad furprize to thofe who 
have dexteroufly covered over fcenes of 
wickednefs, and under colour of the 
fiureft ptetenfions, concealed the worft 
of deeds; to fee aU their works ezpofed 
to thofe fnom yshom they were* at the 
greatell pains to hide them. Were 
thoughts as cafily underftood as the mean* 
^ig of words, there are few perlbns who 
would not blufh to look one another in 
the face ; smd, could our beartt be ren- 
dered as vifibLe to each other as our 
faces, it would fpoil a great degree of 
chat confuJence mih which we appear 
in company. U the covetous man were 
perfuaded that his love of the mammon 
of unrighteoufnefs mr^s at vifible to all 
others, as it is manifeft to himfelf, in- 
stead of appearing in pubUck, he would 
flittt himfelf up in lus clofct| and feaft 

W3 ^^ 
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his meditations upon his gilded idols^ 
wd never ihow his face where any of 
his fellow-creatures could perceive 'him. 
Did tl^ lewd and debauched fons of 
uncleannefs believe that their friend^ 
tmd neighbours^ by looking at their 
faces, could difcern the fecret j fprings 
of impurity which lurk in their hearts, 
they would (hun the light like Owls, and 
ikulk till the evening like Pats. Were 
thofe who differjible with God and mea 
fully convinced, that all the fecret trace? 
pf diffimulation, with all the means which 
they ufe to conceal it, were as manifeft 
as their vifible parts, they would dread 
to be fi^en by their fellows, and tremble 
at the thoughts of company. But though 
for a feafon men may conceal their 
crimeSj and cover their mali(:iQus pur- 
pofes with the varnifli of a profeffion, 
the period will at laft approach, when 
all things Ihall be made manifeft, andi 
God fhall pafs a righteous judgement 
upon every man's works. The wife 
^ ' njaa 
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man recommends the fear and fervice of. 
God to the ftudy of all men, with ^ 
view to the conclufion of the whole mat- 
ter. According to Solomon's fenti- 
ments, every man ihould perform his 
worihip and his duty with an eye upoa 
a day of account and reckoning* 

It may be neceirary,in further inquir- 
ing into this fubjeft, to confider the na- 
ture of this Judgement, which all men's 
works muft undergo, and then to make 
fome Improvement of the Subjcd. 

|. It will be Judgement according to 
perfed knowledge. The Judge being 
infinitely wife, is able to judge of ac-^ 
tions according to their real charafter.. 
As he knows men, and what is in them, 
fo no fprings of aftion can lie concealed 
from his Omnifcience, The Supreme 
knows men's hearts as intimately as he 
does their faces ; and motives are as vi- 
fible to him as ocular demonftration, 
M 4 M 
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All tbmgB are nalsLcd abd opes to die 
eye of him with vsrhom vft hiiYe to do* 
Many things in human ai^ons Ue be^ 
y6nd the reach of the nioft inttlligest 
Jiidge^ and no human Juifieature can 
irith certainty dctenmhc upon the 
oioughtg of men's hearts^ excepi fo far 
as their anions declare them : but God^ 
wtioife underftaftdiftg is idfimte, cab^ 
with infallible certainty, determine die 
ti-uth or faUehood of the motives of aQ 
his reafonable creatures* As he is the 
conftant witnefs of all men*s de^s, and 
by his infinite Intelligence perceives the 
fticrets off their hearts on all occafiohs^ 
ib he is perfe£Uy qualified to determine 
whether their works are good or evil. 
Many afts of human Judicature are de- 
termined by the rules of probability^ 
when it iii uncertain whether the deter-^ 
ihination is altogether according to truth. 
Men are frequently obliged to Compare 
circumftanceSy and balance evidence $ 
and from Hence pafs ftntcnc?, when yet 

there 
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there is no infallible certainty that they 

8tfc in die right. But Jehovah has^^ 

a dircft evidence for all his determine'* 
tions; he judge? from i*hat he inti-^ 
mately knows, and determines fr^m Uis: 
own certain underftanding* The wofAsM 
of men do not come before the Deity 
vamiflied with colouring of Art^ or this* 
difguifes of Hypocrify ; Sophiftry CKmnot 
deceive him ; nor can all the reafoning 
of human wifdom miflcad him in Jadgef 
ment. Perfons and anions appear be^ 
fore him exa^ly as they are, ftripped 
Qf every adventitious colouriag. It is 
Tmpoflible to over-reach the Aln^ghty^ 
whofe ihtdligence is univerfal and infir 
nite ;-p--whofe wifdom underftands all 
things withoyt reafoning upon them, and 
Kiiofe underftanding can inveftigate the 
properties of every individual fubjeS at 
once, without any middle term to com- 
pare it by. So perfed is the Divine 
Knowledge, that from the beginning all 
the works of Jbhovah arc known to 

him. 
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him. When he judges^ his judgement 
is according to the moft perfed; know- 
ledge of the nature and charader of 
Aftions, with all the fccret fprings 
thereof. 

• The Scripture, in illuftrating the om- 
ilifQicncc and knowledge of the Al- 
inighty, declares it in the moft beautiful^ 
and in the . {trongeft manner. Can any 
ikk bimfelf in fecret places that I Jhall 
net fee him f faith the Lord. Do not I 
ji^l heaven and earth? faith the Lord'^. 
Tea^ the darknefs hideth not from thee; 
hut the night pineth as the day : the dark-- 
Tiefs and the light are both alike to thee f . 
From all which it may be juftly infer- 
red, that this judgement will be ac- 
cording to knowledge and perfed un- 
dcrftanding. 

a. It will be univerfal. Every work 
will be brought into Judgement ; thofe 

* Jen xxiii. a4« \ Pfel* cxxxix. X2. 

deed^ 
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detds which men have entirely forgot- 
ten, and never imagined would be any 
more coniidered, fhall be brought into 
Judgement. Publick works and fccrct 
works fhall be all ftriftly fcrutinizcd; 
The works of your miniftry, my Lordi, 
will be tried at this general, examina* 
tibn. They will be judged according 
to their truth or falfehood, deficiency 
or redundancy. Tour Sermons and Re- 
ligious Difcourfes fhall undergo an ex* 
aft and perfedt Inquiry. Whether they 
have been didated according to the 
word of God, or have only been the ef- 
fufions of Epifcopal imagination, will 
be fully confidcred ; whether they have 
been the dreams of your own fancies, or 
the Doftrines which the Lord hath com- 
manded you to teach. This Righteous 
Judge will flriaiy enquire, whether you 
have fmoothed your tongues, and pro- 
phefied falfc dreams ; impofcd the De- 
cifions of the Clergy upon the people, 

inflead 



ittftead of the vritten Word of th( God 
of Truth* 

Tour work of Confinnttioii wttt hf: 
brought into Judgement ; it will then 
be known whether this was a work of 
God, or a work of your own. It ap% 
pears to many now a fufpicious^like 
work, as having no foundation in thit 
Divine Word, though you declare that 
you received it from the Apoftles ; but 
then it IhaH be cleariy determined of 
what quality it is. You indeed fay, 
that you lay your han4s upon the headi^ 
of children, after the example of the 
Apoftles 5 but wherein do ye fulfil their 
example? They adually conferred the 
Holy Ghoft upon thofe who had believed, 
and made them partakers of an heavenly 
gift, which you cannot confer ; at leaft, 
it never appears after you have impofed 
your hands more than it did before, 
which creates a fufpjcion in the minds 
pf intelligent people, that this work of 

youra 
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yours is only a fupcrftirious mtentton of 

your own; For, what is it that you 

coilfer, which any other Clerjgymcn can- 
Hot as Weil bcftow? 1 am afraid, my 
•Lords, that upon triil, you will not be 
^ble to atilWer this plain queftion. TUs 
>brk of yours has all the appearance df 
Iblcmn fiiperflltion. Were you as zed- 
ous in imitatirig the Apoftles^ in all tiripgHy 
'fts in this one thing, there is^ much work 
'which you negled that you would find 
'yourfclves obliged to perform* The 
Apoftlcs went every where preaching 
the word, ahd^d not, like you, confine 
their exiercifes to fome particular occa^ 
fions : they preached to the poor, and in- 
"ftrufted the ignorant, and condefcendcd 
to. men of low degree j which is more 
khan you e*en pretend to imitate them 
in. But yolir work muft be tried, andt 
then it will appear whether you hare 
' 'd6nc right or wrong. 

Yopr 
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Your work in Confecrating Churches 
will be tried. You do not pretend to 
imitate the Apoftlcs in this exercife : 
this is purely a work of your own, and 
a mod trifling work it appears to be. 
.What effeft can all the mummery which 
you pronounce have upon the walls of a 
.houfe, or upon the Dormitories of the 
dead? This looks fo like Popery, that 
none, except the friends of^the Church 
]of Rome, can pretend to vindicate it* 
,It is an Adion without any moral reafon^ 
.and can never in Judgement abide the 
. Trial of an impartial Judge. Did it an- 
fwer any good purpofe for fociety, or 
had it any foundation in the Divine 
Word, there might be fome hope that, 
in the General AflTize, it would at leaft 
pafs without reprel]^enfion ; but as it is 
a, pure a£k of will-worfhip, it is impof* 
. fible but it mull be difapproved. Hie 
folemnity with which you perform thid 
folemn farce, would make ignorant 
people believe that Confecration of 

Churches 
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Churches was a very important thing. 
To fee a Lord Spiritual, with his Clergy^ 
proceeding in a grave procefiion, to con* 
fecrate. a Tabernacle, of .day, would 
tempt one to believe that foiie very im- 
portant thing was about to be : per- 
formed, and that fomevDivinc or Moral 
Reafons muft require fuch an aw&il Sor 
kmnity.i— but when there arc no (land- 
ing fignaliures of this , Gjnfeeratioji re- 
maining after the addon; no peculiar 
glory or imprcflions of holin^fs to be 
obfcrved when his Lordfliip retires; it 
muft, abate much the perfuafion rf the 
neceffity thereof, in the minds of all 
judicious perfons. Were fuch a Cere* 
mony required by any aft of Civil Go- 
vernment, it might be pretended that 
it was done in obedience to the Civil 
powers ;. but there is no aft of the Legii| 
lature for confecrating Churches.— And 
fuppofe there was fome law concerning 
this aftcf will'-worfhip, it woi^ld be a (itt 
to obey it ; becaufe no human law can 

oblige 
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oblige m to perform a religious afHbti 
^cfe there is po Divine warrant. In 
matters oS Religion which refpect the 
Coniicienees of men^ no human law can 
interpo&. In aU Civil matters, good fub- 
ject$ will obey the hws, and yield obe- 
dience to the powers that be ; but in mat-^ 
ters of Religion, as they are rcfpcmfible 
to none but God Almighty, ib nohuman 
faw .can oblige them to perform wha^ 
Revelauon has not declared to be their 
duty. Such ftrange works of wiU- 
wor&ip, before the Judgement-feat of 
him who is the Author of all true Re« 
Cgious Inftitutions, mufl: certainly meet 
with the higbeft difapprobation. 

But, my Lords, your Spiritual Courts, 
and the works that are done there, will 
He brought into Judgement. The moil 
fecret works of your Proctoris and Chan^ 
cellors will be laid open. Many ftrange 
works are carried on in thefe arlwtrary 

.Tritwrnalsr 
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Tribunals, which have ruined multi* 
tudes. 

If the one half be true that is told of 
thofe Clergy Courts, againfl: the day of 
Judgement there will be a fad account 
to give in. The unjuft Fines, the un- 
godly Sentences, and unwarrautable In- 
dulgencies, which are paffed in your In- 
quifitorial Judicatories, will all be ex- 
pofed to open view, and righteous Judge- 
ment given upon them. Things which 
few common people know any reafon 
for, will be all fairly fettled by . the 
great Judge, when every work ftiall be 
revealed. 

Your Parliamentary works will alfo 
-be brought into Judgement. There is 
none now dare to call you to an account 
for what you do as Lords Spiritual in 
Parliament ; you may vote as you pleafe,^ 
and determine as you will, and none can 
hinder you j but for all thefe things you 
N fliaU 
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fliall be brought into judgement, and ht 
made to give an account. 

Your works of Charity will alfo be 
brought to light. Religious men, who 
poffcfs fuch large Benefices, have it La 
their power to do much good to the 
needy and diftreffed ; and your office 
and profeffion obliges you to do good 
and communicate. Out of ten or twelve 
thoufand Pounds, one thoufand every 
year may be eafily fpared for the afiifl- 
ance of the poor and afflifted. We hear 
but little of your works of Charity at 
prefent, and cannot tell how you difpofc 
of fo much money, which is faid to bie 
applied to pious purpofcs ; but every far- 
thing thereof mufl, at lafl, be accounted 
for. I mention thofe things, to put your 
Lordfhips in mind of what is to happen} 
for you have fo much worldly cmploy- 
jnent now", that you are in danger. of 
forgetting the day of reckoning, Ac-? 
cording to our Saviou/s account, wprks 

7 ^^ 
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of Charity will be taken particular notice 
of, when all things (hall be brought to 
Judgement. / was dn hungtedy and 
you gave me meat ; I was thirjiy^ and yoU 
gave me drink; will, at that day, he 
Words worth the hearing. 

3. It will be impartial Judgements 
llle Judge of all the earth will do right. 
At prefent we often fee Judgement per- 
verted, and 'the poor man's caufe ne^ 
glected. The intcreft of friends goes a 
great way in the Judgements of thii 
•world J and if a man has. many ftiends, 
tmd much intereft, he may fometimes 
have a verdid in his favour, though hii 
caufe be none of the beft. But wheii 
God fliall bring every work into Judges 
tnent, he will judge according to truth, 
and with infinite impartiality. Riches 
nor rank will then be regarded j Bii* 
fhops and Curates will be judged ac-* 
cording to their works^ artd not accord* 
ing to the rank they have held in the 
N % Church^ 
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Church.— — And here, my Lords, I axa 
afraid that your Reverences will make a 
poor figure. The Curates, as they have 
done the principal partof the Work, will 
be moft likely to have the chief Re- 
wards ; and it will be certainly but Ju- 
ftice that they fhould. The impartial 
Judge of all men muft certainly pay 
fome regard to equity j and it would not 
be equitable to give fuch rewards to 
thofc who have had their good things in 
this life, as to thofe who have laboured 
hard, and have pofleffed almoft nothing. 
You, perhaps, may think it hard Judge- 
ment to perceive your Curates and Un- 
derlings preferred to their Dignitaries ; 
but you dare not fay that there is any 
injuftice or partiality in it. It is a grave 
thought, provided you had time to 
think ; but matters of this fort you too 
often put far away from your confidera- 
tions. Bifhopricks, and large Tempo- 
ralities, may, in this life, through the 
intereft of friends, and the partiality cif 

the 
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the difpofers thereof, be obtained for 
perfons who are no ways deferving of 
them; but when all matters are con- 
cluded, it will be otherwife. The Divine 
Judgement will be impartial ; — no tricks 
of policy, nor force of bribes, will have 
any influence upon the Almighty. Mo- 
xiey, in your Spiritual Courts, will often- 
times carry a bad Caufe 5 and the influ- 
ence of friends prevent deferved punifli- 
naents ; when thofe who are poor, and 
want intereft, fuffcr for their iniquities 
to the full extent. Things will be ma- 
naged otherwife at the General Aflizc, 
when the merits of every caufe will be 
ftriaiy regarded, and thofe, who have 
been defcrted ift this world, find a friend 
that will fliick fafter than a brother* 

4. It will be according to law. The 
Almighty will not judge men's afkions 
capricioufly. My Lords, you will have 
a fair trial. Men's works fliall be tried 
cf what fort they are j which fuppofes 
N 3 that 
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that there is fome law and rule by wUch 
they arc judged. The law will be fairly 
1^ ppen to every one. The bQoks fhaU 
be opened, and thofe that are tried. Ihall 
be judged out of the things. which are 
written in, the Books. No perfons will 
Jiave occafion to fay, that thejr are judged 
by Laws, which they had no opportur 
nity to know. ; for the Word. of God wiU 
be the rule of all. Judgement, If men's 
works are agreeable to Divine Revelar 
tion, there is no fear that they will be 
^condemned on account of them j but all 
works of human invention, that have 
been fubftituted in the place of thofe 
4:ommanded in the Divine Word, wiU 
certainly be difapproved. If the Almigh* 
ty had intended that his rational creature^ 
Ihould w^lk according to their pleafure in 
^ny- thing pertaining to the Kingdprn of 
Chirifl;^ he,.would: never have made it a 
crinjQtp-d^part from thofe pofitivp rules 
which, he hath given ip Scripture j but as 
be hatl|' declai-ed the written Word fuffi3^ 
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dent for all things relating to his Oiurch^ 
it is evident that all human contrivancet- 
ztt excluded. If all thefe pfolitical il&iift* 
cfeuvres of yotifs ate according to thtf 
Law of God revealed in his Word, there' 
is no dbtfbt but thdy will be aj)prot- 
cd V but ni cafe they ate fbutid cbntrarjf 
to that Btvine Rule, they will h6 con- 
defnhed a:^ ifnlawful, atid you yoUrfelvcs 
be in jcopatdy. Whalfoevef any per- 
fons receive into theit religious fyftem, 
which is not to be found in the book of 
Divine Laws, muft be confideted as cvi^ 
works, becaufe it is received in defpitc 
of that compleat rule of righteoufriefs. 

The Word of God will be a fufficient 
rule for judging all things j and, with 
regard to what pertains to your Lord* 
ihips, you will find it competent. By 
this Law your titles, offices, and beha- 
viour, will be tried. If there is fuch a 
title as Lords Spiritual in the Scripture, 
then your daim to^ thi? dignity v^ill pro- 
N 4 bably 
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bably be accepted, at leaft you may be 
^quitted for affuming it. But, pro- 
ved that is not to be found in the 
Scripture, how will you look, my Lords ? 
. Before the approach of this folemn day^ 
Ipt us try if we can find fuch a title ap- " 
plied to men in religious offices. It may 
be of fomc fervice to you to know the 
truth of this point, for the benefit of 
your own Confciences ; for if fuch titles 
are not to be found in Scripture, you 
have now an opportunity to repent of 
affuming them, and may prefently give 
tnem up, with all their appendages; 
and, provided they are authorifed by Di* » 
vine Authority, your Confciences may 
reft at eafe, and you may wait the day 
oif trial with confidence and affurancc. 
The word of God gives the title of Lord 
to the Deity ^ to Kings, Hujbands^ Majlers^ 
and Prophets j but all thefe charaders 
a^e very different from that of Lord Spi^ 
ritual. You are Lords in your own 
houfes. Lords to your wives and fer-. 

vants J 
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vants; but you cannot be Lords over 
the Confciences of either of them, nor 
can you lawfully receive titles of Cord^* 
fliip for any religious charafter which, 
you aiTume* In all the Scripture there 
is no Spiritual Lord mentioned, except 
Jefus Chrift, who is Lord of Lords and 
King of Kings. This title, as it is not 
to be found authorifed in the book of 
Divine Laws, you ought quickly to lay 
afide, left the judgement of God come 
lipon you unawares, and you be found 
guilty of affuming titles altogether con- 
trary to the Law of God. 

As this dignity is not warranted in 
Scripture, it is reafonable to fuppofe that 
Chriftians fhould not affume it ; but if . 
it is pofitivcly forbidden, it argues great 
guilt to claim honours prohibited by the 
Word of the living God. In the king- 
doms of this world the Laws fet bounds 
and regulations to honorary titles, and 
no perfon is allowed to affume the titles 

which 
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which aire dud to c*heH; ind k muft 
imdbubtedly be criminlal, according to-- 
the Diviift L^LVty for men to clkim titles 
and* hoDours which arc only due* to theJ 
Son of God. If a temporal Lord were 
to humble himfclf to be a Minifter of 
the Gofpel; his office wotlld not take' 
from hiih' the honours that are due tio^* 
Kim as i temporal Lord 5 but his rclN 
gioiis^ office would add nothing to his* 
Lordfliip, but oblige him to refigii offices ' 
which his temporal charafter entitled 
him to ciercife. There is no Law un^- 
der the Gofpel for a Minifter of the 
Word being a juftice of the Peaces or 
for any Clergyman being a" CivirMafei- 
ftratc. After carefully fearching every ' 
page Athich has the fmalleft relation ta* 
thofe matters j I have not been able to 
difcJover the mbft diftant hint concerns 
ing the title of Lord- Spiritual. If there 
IS: any fuch thing, it is incumbent upon "• 
your Lordlhips. to ppint it out, for your 
#wn credit. . 

Tha 
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The Law of God will be the rule of 
judging your office, and your power, as 
well as your titles. There will be no oc- 
cafion to depart from the Scriptures for 
a Law to judge of your office and power, 
as Diocefan Bifhops. You pretend to 
authority from Jefus Chrifl to rule over 
whole provinces ; to convey the office of 
priefthood in perpetual fucceflion; to 
pafs cenfurps upon fuch as tranfgrefs the 
Canon Law, or fail in point of obe- 
dience to the rules of the Church ; for 
all which alTumed authority, you ought 
to produce fomc warrant from the Word 

of God. But though you may now 

defpife this Divine Rule, you may be af- 
fured that, by this Law, your whole be- 
haviour fliall at lafl be tried. I promifed 
to make fome pradlical Improvement of 
thisfubject ; but as the whole of the Dif- 
courfe has been practical, I fhall con- 
clude, and fay, Amen. 

§ 15 RM ON 



< »o5 J 



SERMON IX. 



I Kings xviii. 27* 

And it came to pafs at noon^ that Elijah 
mocked thenij and faid^ Cry aloud: for 
he is a god; either he is talking^ or he 
is purfuingj or he is in a journey^ or per'- 
adventure he Jleepeth^ and wuft bi 
awaked. 

TH E Prophet Elijah fccms to have 
been very merry on this occafion, 
and makes very free with Baal and his 
Prophets. It appears manifeft from this 
paffage, that it is no crime for grave 
men to laugh upon proper occafions, 

and 
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and apply ridicule to things that are ri- 
diculous. Though Religion is one of 
♦he graveft things in the world, yet when 
it is founded upon abfurdity, and com- 
pofed of fuperftitious fopperies, it is no- 
thing more than an objeft of ridicule. 
I wonder much when Dr. Brown was„ 
correfting Lord Shaftefbury, that he did 
not fall foul upon the Prophet Elijah ; 
for this farcaftical Prophet has made m 
free with the religion of Baal, and his 
Prophets, as ever his Lordfhip did with 
the Parfons, and the Religion of the 
Church of England. Elijah not only 
laughed at the Priefts, but even made 
free with their Deity, which fome Per- 
fons may think looked very like profa- 
nity ; and to the Priefts of Baal it would, 
no doubt, appear very profane. It was 
well for the prophet that he did not live 
in the days of the Star-chamber, nor re- 
fided within the reach of the inquifi- 
tion, or they would foon have fpoiled 
his mirth. It is a fad thmg to laugh at 

the 
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the Cteigy, whatever Religion they ame 
of ; for it is jtlways a fign of great infi- 
delity, and ihews that the Church is in 
.danger. This Prophet of the Lord, in 
fbme countries, would have paft for aa 
infidel, and been ftigmatized for a Deift. 
He ought to have taken his own way, 
but not to have ridiculed other people's 
God and Religion. It is a weak Reli- 
gion that cannot endure the tefl: of Ri- 
dicule. 

Thefe fycophant Prophets of Baal had 
got into favour with Ahab and his Queen, 
and thought every thing became them. 
The Prophets of the Lord were flain, 
and banilhed, becaufe they would not 
flatter the Courtiers, and the Minifters 
of Ahab. None durft appear in behalf 
of the true Religion, except Elijah, who 
was a perfon of an intrepid difpofition, 
and feems alfo to have been a man of 
humour. Let none of the Patrons of 
Dulnefs and Superftition exclaim againft. 

treating 
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treating Religious Subjefts in a.pleafant 
and humorous manner, when we have 
fuch a good pattern for the praftice. The 
Prophet here has fet us a fine example 
for the practice of ridicule with re- 
gard to Religious Subjects, and Religious 
Perfons. 

Here it may be neceffary to confider 
the nature of this Ridicule, which the 
Prophet Elijah practifcd againft the Pro- 
phets of Baal ; and, fecondly, to enquire. 
Whether or not it is the teft of truth, 
or how far it tends to difcover falfc- 
hood. 

I. The nature of this Ridicule will 
more eafily be inveftigated by confider- 

ing the objects thereof. And there 

are' three things in the text which the 
Prophet brings to the ftandard of Ri- 
dicule. The object of that new national 
worlhip, Baal j--.the worlhip itfelf j— the 

worfhippers^ 
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vorihtpperSy the prophets of Baal ;—- and 
jthc maBHor of their worfhip. 

The objeft of that new national wor- 
fliip, BaaL He is a %Qd\ or, as the He- 
.brcw reads, ^eeiti^ he is a god^ cry aloud. 
There is more meant than meets the ear 
in thefe words. The Prophet was not 
lo rude and unmannerly as to tell thefe 
Clergymen that Baal was a Dasmon, 
though he plainly means as much ; 
nor does he afErm that he was a true 
Deity J for then he would have told a 
ftjfehood :— but argues upon their own 
iprinciples, and addrefTes them upon that 
fuppofition which their praftice fuggeft- 
^d. Seeing he is agod^ and you confider 
him as ^A, try your influence with himji 
and make him prove his Divinity. This 
is moft terribly fcvere, and yet incom- 
parably delicate. The actions which 
]Ellijah attributes to this falfe object of 
worihip carries the degree of ridicule 
to tbe bigheft point. Ferbafi be is talk* 
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ing^—znd cannot hear you through the 
hurry of converfation* To foppofe a 
Deity fo cmbarraffcd with converiation^ 
2ts not to hear the prayers of his Ambaf- 
fadors, is to make him a perfect Dasmon* 
This is a curious Climax which the Pro- 
phet ufes. He begins with one of thofe 
common actions which hinders men froxa 
attending to petitions, the noi/e zndbuny 
of converfetion, and hereby brings Baal 
down to the level of a finite creature ;— 
yea, he makes him an impertinent 6ab^ 
ller^ rhr. when he vs engaged in one 
fubject, could i^cke notice of nothing 
elfe. — But hj adds, or^ he is purfuing.^-^ 
Intent upon a victory, and muft have his 

attention called off from fo ferioiis ail 

I 

action before he will hear you. Elijah 
TCidkt^ Baal truly Heathen \ he giv^s \iixd ^ 
the character of Mars^ the God of War; 
whom the Heathens brought in foil' their 
afliftance in time of battle. Thofe Pro- 
phets muft have been very ftupid not to 
jperceive when their God was treateii YikA 

a devil ; 
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i devil ; for this farcaftical Prophet un- 
deifies him altogether. Or he is in a 
journey. — ^Now he is divcftcd of both 0/w- 
nifcience and Omniprefence. The Prophet 
pofitively hints that he could not be 
everywhere ; when he was purfuing, 
and in a journey, he could not hear the 
prayers of his Prophets.— This was 
bringing him down very low j but he 
adds, or peradventure bejleepethj andmu/i 
be awaked. Now hi& godjhip is in a dofe^ 
and taking a nap. The images are na- 
turally introduced ; for firft, he is con- 
fidercd as talking extravagantly, — then 
purfuing, — afterwards in a journey,'-- 
and at h&y he falls afleep. 

Elijah could not have more feverely 
fatirized the Deity of thefe Prophets, 
fuppofing he had exprefsly given hhn all 
the bad epithets in the Hebrew lan- 
guage. The falfe prophets could not 
decently be offended at him for treating 
dieir Ood in this manner ; for their own 
" O % behaviour 
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behaviour fuggefled the ideas which ha 
cxpreffes* 3eiides, as this was a coisk 
parative trial between the God of Ifrael 
and this faife Deity, the event was moft 
Jikely to try the force of the ridicule | 
and the experiment, which was now be* 
gun, would in all probability determine 
what was truth or falfehood in the 
matter in controverfy. The man who 
laughs at an abfurd chara!9:er, even fup* 
pofe it fhould be annexed to a Deity, 
does not ridicule a Divine Name, but 
ridicules the iiAagiiiary fancies of fv;fpei» 
flitious minds. It would be no reflexion 
tipon the charadter of God Almighty^ 
for a Chriftian to laugh at a ^ madflf 
of a wafer, though a good CathoUck 
might account it profane* It is impof- 
iibie for any perfon who has the Icaft 
rifibility to be grave in treating fuch 
unnatural and abfurd opinions. If any 
jgrave man fhould folemnly tell me, that 
tiie God of the Univerfe took pleafure 
ijf, a Chriilii^'s flogging himfclf for hi( 
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fins, I could not help fmiling at him ; 
but if he told me further, that it was 
(flential to his ideas of his character, I 
ihould certainly laugh very heartily at 
both him and the Deity which he wor* 
fcipped.— — And I fhould certainly dp 
no more than the Prophet Elijah did 
in the cafe before us. 

The Prophet next ridicules the wor- 
fliippers of Baal. They had called upon 
this idol from morning till noon, and 
they were ftill where they were. He 
had paid no attention to their prayers; 
nor fliewed the fmalleft fign of regard to 
them'. Elijah defires thenj to cry louder ; 
this implied that there was fome defect 
in their performance. They worlhipped 
their God as if he had been deaf; and 
the Prophet makes merry with their ab* 
furd notion of being heard by their idol 
for their much fpeaking. 

O 3 The 
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The Prophet's addrefs to thofe fupep* 
ftitious : Baalites is truly ironical and 
farcaftic. Cry aloud y hyt he, when they 
were crying as loud as they were able, 
and cutting themfelves with knives till 
the blood gulhed out. There cannot 
be any thing more fatirical than to defire 
a perfon to exert himfelf when he is at 
his ne plus ultra^ and can do no more. 
One would have thought that Elijah 
might have paid fome regard to the Pro- 
phets of Baal, and confidcred, that 
though they differed from him, they 
might mean well in their own way. Ab- 
furdity may be tolerated, and its vota- 
ries prefervcd firom the influence of pe- 
nal laws J but it never can have the pri-^ 
yilege of being free from the edge of 
ridicule. Even grave nven muft laugh 
at what is unnatural and abfurd; and 
fhey cannot help it, provided they have 
any humour in them at all. Elijah, a$ 
grave as he was, was obliged to laugh 
at thofe mad Prophets* 

Their 
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Their manner of wor(hip was truly 
ridiculous ; their odd gefticulations, their 
jumping upon the al^tar^ and^ cutting 
themfelves with knives, and Ihouting 
like madmen^ mxift have afforded a 
ftrange afped:. The men \(^re called 
Prophets too,— and were a fort of apes 
of the fervants of the Lord j they were . 
the Queen's Clergy, and the favourites 
of the Court. It was highly laughable 
to find that thofe Court Clergy ihould 
have fo little influence over their Deity, 
and ftill more fo for them to conceive 
that an idol could perform divine works« 

The object of all this ridicule we find 
is abfurdity j— the abfurdity of tlie ob- 
ject of worfliipj — the worfhippers ;— r 
and their manner of worfhip* 

Let us now fee how far Ridicule is 
the tcft of truth. 

When 
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When n<(Jh msdke merry with trutli, 
tlie laugh always goes againft them.— 
Let tii fuppofe that the* Prophets of 
ftuil had tried their RidieuJe iipon Eli- 
jah and the God of Ifrael, it wbuH hot 
have been long beforfe their mlirth wonld 
have been fpoiled ; the trial ^wonld have 
decided the: controverfy; and the laugh 
gone upon the other ^fidft. 

' Though Ridicule is not^ the method 

to inveftigate truth ; yet it diftin^iflies 

it from falfehood upon trtai, and h6 who 

attempts to render truth ridiculous, '"^U 

at bed but expofe himfelf. The friends 

of error generally betray themfclves by 

feeling pain*, when the -Weapon of fatirc 

is employed againft them ; whereas thofe 

who are confcious of the truth of thrir 

caufe, remain eafy, and perfectly com- 

pofed whi^n fools laiigh it them. Truth 

.is like beauty, it retort^ Ridicule upon . 

thofe who attempt to throw reproach 

upon it. 

Upon 
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Upon the whole, we may fee from 
the practice of Elijah, that it is lawful 
to treat Religious men and things with 
Ridicule when they deferve it ; and that 
good humour and a grave character arc 
not inconfiftent with one another. Eli- 
jah was a grave man, and yet he make3 
ufe of good humour in the cafe before 
us, and applies Ridicule to a very grave 
fubject. — •— Let none of their RevCf 
rences exclaim againft the freedom 
which is i^fed with the fufpicious part of 

their character. If there is nothing 

abfurd about them, fjsttire will not affect 
themf 
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